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PREFACE 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
and  Health  Services  Conifuittees. 

M'/'.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  the  Borough  and  on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  the  year  1957. 

There  were  2,114  net  registered  live  births,  an  increase  of  158  on 
the  1956  figure.  56.9%  of  the  births  took  place  at  home  as  com¬ 
pared  with  54.8%  in  the  previous  year.  The  birth  rate  for  1957  was 
19.52  as  compared  with  the  national  figure  of  16.1.  The  infant 
mortal it}^  rate  increased  to  23.2  from  20.7  in  1956,  the  national 
rate  for  1957  being  23.0.  There  was  also  a  slight  increase  in  the 
general  death  rate  to  11.8  and  this  compares  with  11.5,  the  figure  for 
the  country  generally. 

Li  1957,  the  normal  pattern  of  infectious  diseases  was  considerably 
changed  by  two  epidemic  incidents,  the  first  of  measles  which 
occurred  in  the  first  quarter  and  the  second  of  influenza  during 
September  and  October.  Both  events  v/hich  are  described  in 
detail  in  the  text  of  my  Report  were  fortunately  characterised  by 
mild  illnesses  on  the  whole.  Apart  from  the  epidemics,  dysentery 
continued  to  be,  with  few  exceptions,  the  most  prevalent  notifiable 
infection,  187  cases  being  notified  as  against  152  in  1956  ;  on  the 
other  hand  known  cases  of  food  poisoning  amounted  to  only  12. 

Ten  more  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  ascertained  than  in  1956. 
This  is  not  a  significant  increase  but  the  notification  rate  for  the 
town  is  still  very  high  in  camparison  with  other  areas  and  the 
country  generally.  It  should  be  realised  that  nowadays  tuberculosis 
especially  in  the  early  stages  is  a  curable  disease  ;  even  in  the  more 
advanced  stages  it  is  possible  to  effect  considerable  improvement. 
There  is  therefore  no  reason  why  with  the  full  co-operation  of  the 
people  the  incidence  of  the  disease  should  not  be  much  reduced  in 
the  Borough  in  the  forseeable  future.  The  citizens  of  the  town  can 
help  in  bringing  this  about  firstly  by  making  greater  use  of  the 
Mass  X-ray  facilities  provided  by  the  Hospital  Authority  ;  secondly 
by  ensuring  that  their  children  take  advantage  of  the  B.C.G. 
vaccination  scheme  when  this  is  offered  at  the  age  of  13  years  and 
thirdly,  where  there  is  a  known  case  of  tuberculosis  in  the  family 
by  securing  the  fullest  co-operation  between  the  patient  and  his 
doctors  and  nurses. 


o 


Diiring  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circnlar  7/57  on  Smoking 
and  Lung  Cancer  was  received  and  the  action  taken  is  described  on 
page  28.  The  Council’s  policy  has  been  to  stress  the  need  for 
publicity  amongst  secondary  school  pupils.  Amongst  adults,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  due  to  extensive  publicity  in  t  he  press  and  other  media, 
there  is  a  widespread  awareness  of  the  association  between  cigarette 
smoking  and  cancer  of  the  lung.  However,  re-actions  of  individuals 
vaiy  considerably  and  as  it  is  a  very  personal  matter  for  cigarette 
smokers  many  naturally  evade  the  issue  by  introducing  a  iiost  of 
arguments  to  justify  themselves  continuing  the  habit. 

The  public  health  inspectors  carried  out  an  extensive  programme 
and  full  details  of  their  work  is  given  in  Part  V.  of  the  Report.  Of 
the  nude  range  of  their  activities  one  could  mention  the  555  iinfit 
houses  in  five  clearance  areas  represented  during  the  year,  the 
improvements  in  facilities  in  a  large  number  of  food  premises  and  the 
useful  start  which  has  been  made  in  implementing  those  provisions 
of  the  Clean  Air  Act  hich  Avere  in  force. 

In  October,  the  South  Shields  Maternity  Hospital  had  to  close  for 
a  period  of  tAAn  months,  oAving  to  an  outbreak  of  infection,  as  a 
result  of  AA’hich  the  domiciliary  maternity  services  had  to  cope  Avith 
additional  home  confinements.  This  Avas  undertaken  bv  the 
domiciliary  midAvives  A^ery  satisfactorily  and  AAuthout  any  loAAcring 
of  their  existing  high  standards.  However  the  problem  of  shortage 
of  midAvives  at  the  Maternity  Hospital  made  itself  felt  at  the  end  of 
the  year  when  a  more  prolonged  closure  of  some  of  the  hospital 
accommodation  AA^as  inevitable. 

The  Council’s  Second  Period  Training  School  for  MidAA'iA’es  AA'hich 
A\as  opened  in  NoAmuber,  1947,  has  helped  to  proAude  173  qualified 
midwives  in  approximately  ten  years.  The  School  has  uoav  become 
well  knoAAm  and  students  from  all  parts  of  the  country  as  aa’cII  as 
abroad  carry  out  their  training  in  the  South  Shields  district.  The 
additional  details  regarding  the  inidAviA^es  Avho  have  trained  in  South 
Shields,  given  on  page  60',  might  suggest  that  there  Avould  be  no 
shortage  of  midwRes  if  a  larger  proportion  of  those  qualified  Avould 
take  up  midU.ufery'  posts.  The  problem  hoAAnA^'er  is  rather  more 
complicated'  and*  one  of  the  difficulties  is  the  apparent  lArejudice 
against  coming  to  the  Northern  region  of  the  country. 

The  extension  of  the  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  scheme  to  all 
children  born  betAveen  1943  and  1957  resulted  in  a  much  better 
acceptance  rate  being  achieA^ed  in  the  Borough  than  Avas  the  case 
ini  the  preAuous  year.  Due  to  restricted  supplies  of  vaccine  only 
528  persons  could  be  Amceinated  in  1957,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
those  awaiting  vaccination  numbered  17,892. 


A  good  deal  of  time  has  been  devoted  to  work  carried  out  under 
the  broad  principle  of  prevention  of  break-up  of  families  (Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  27/54).  This  work  seems  to  incorporate  many 
of  the  aims  and  objects  of  the  present  day  local  health  authority 
department  which  can  be  summed  up  as  the  securing  of  a  stable  and 
happy  famity  life.  Many  of  the  cases  encountered  certainly  impose 
a  severe  test  on  the  flexibility  of  the  department’s  organisation, 
which  is  all  to  the  good.  In  addition  the  wide  variety  of  cir¬ 
cumstances  demands  teamwork  not  onlv  between  the  workers  of 
different  sections  in  the  department  itself  but  also  close  liaison 
with  other  agencies  both  within  and  without  the  Corporation. 
Unfortunately,  in  a  considerable  number  of  instances,  the  underlying 
problem  is  an  insecure  and  broken  marriage  and  it  is  in  this  sphere 
that  the  greatest  difficulties  arise.  But  at  least  it  can  be  said  that 
in  1957,  the  security  and  well  being  of  children  in  24  families  during 
the  temporary  absence  of  the  mother  in  hospital  or  for  other 
essential  reasons  was  safeguarded  by  arrangements  made  in  the 
department  to  keep  the  children  at  home. 

In  conclusion,  I  vnuid  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
support  of  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Committees  and  the 
co-operation  of  other  Chief  officials  and  departments  of  the  Cor- 
porcution  ;  to  many  other  authorities  and  agencies,  I  am  indebted 
for  their  assistance.  I  v/ould  also  like  to  thamk  the  members  of  my 
staff  for  their  services  throughout  the  year. 


I.  D.  LEITCH, 
Medical  Officek  of 


August,  1958. 

Public  Health  Department, 
Stanhope  Parade, 

South  Shields. 


Cliaiimen  oi  Committees 
at  31st  December,  1967. 


Public  Health  Committee . Alderman  W.  P.  McAnany.  J.P. 

Health  Services  Committee  ....  Alderman  W.  P.  McAnany,  J.P. 
Mejitol  Health  Services 

Sub -Committee . Alderman  W.  P.  Me  Ay  any,  J.P. 

Slaughterhouse  Sub-Com7nittee  Councillor  J.  A.  Clark. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Sub-Committee . Alderman  Margaret  E.  Sutton, 

J.P. 

Education  Committee  . Councillor  J.  W.  Ireland. 

Education  Welfare  Sub- 

Committee  .  Alderman  Margaret  E,  Sutton, 

J.P. 

Housing  Committee  .  Alderman  A.  L.  Newman,  J.P. 

Tow7i  ionprovement  Committee  Councillor  A.  Southwick. 

Welfare  Committee  . . Councillor  Rose  A.  Hart. 

Children  Committee . Councillor  E.  W.  Mackley,  J.P. 

Staff  of  Public  Plealth  Department. 


Post  or  Appointment 

t  ■aHPjaKPV’.'T- 

Name 

Qualifications 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Chief  Tuberculosis 
O-Ticer, 

Principal  School 

Medical  Officer 

I.  D.  Leitch. 

M.R.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deput}^  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Deputy 
Scliool  Medical  Officer 

Vacant 

Chest  Pliysician 

0.  W.  IUapuenfeed* 

M.D.,  L.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.F.F.S.,  D.r.H. 

School  I'-Iedical  Officers 

H.  Levy 

M.B.,  n.s. 

Assistant  Medical  (Officers 
(Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  and  School 
Health  Service) 

Assistant  Medical  Officer 
(Maternity  and  (  hild 
Welfare). 

Annie  K.  Wattie 
Audrey  Jennings 
(i.eft  wirypri) 
b.  T.  James 

K.  A.  Swales 
( C o mil ■>, en c e d  G / .“) / 5 7 ) 
Jean  Walmsley 

M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
M.B.,  B.S. 

B.SC.,  M.B.,  B.Cij. 

:Nr.B.,  t:ii.B. 

M.a.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
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Po8t  •r  Appointment 

Name 

Qualifications 

Eax,  Nose  and  Throat 

P.  MacMitrray* 

M.B.,  D.L.O. 

Surgeon  (School  Health 
Service) 

Physiotherapist 

Mrs.  L.  Purvis  * 

(Left  15/4/57) 

Miss  R.  Henderson 
(Commenced  1/5/57) 

Principal  School  Dental 

J.  G.  Waeton 

B.D.S. 

Officer 

School  Dental  Surgeons 

A.  C.  K.  Barnes 

B.D.S. 

S.  Dookijn 
(Commenced  14/1/57) 
(Left  27/11/57) 

L.D.S. 

J,  McKelvey* 
(Commenced  25/11/57) 

B.D.S. 

Dental  Surgeon  (Mat.  & 

Mrs.  E.  Makepeace* 

L.D.S. 

Child  Welfare,  etc.). 

Consultant  Anaesthetist. 

Dr.  L.  L.  Theron  * 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.O.S., 

L.P.F.P.S.,  D.A. 

Almoner 

Miss  D.  Watson 
(Commenced  7/1/57) 

B.A.,  A.M.I.A. 

Borough  Analyst. 

C.  J.  Stock  * 

B.SC.,  F.R.I.C. 

Chief  Public  Health 

J.  F.  Edwards 

Cert.  R.s.i.  &  s.i.B.j.B. 

Inspector. 

(Left  31/10/57) 

Meat  Inspector’s  Cert. 
R.S.I. ,  Cert  in  Sanitary 
Science  r.s.i.,  Smoke 
Inspector’s  Cert,  r.s.i. 

R.  V.  Robinson 

Meat  Inspector’s  Cert. 

(Appointed  7/11/57) 

do.  do.  do. 

Deputy  Chief  Public 

Vacant 

Health  Inspector 

Senior  Public  Health 

J.  McVay 

Cert.  R.S.I.  &  s.i.E.J.B. 

Inspectors 

Meat  Inspector’s  Cert. 
R.S.I. 

E.  Oliver 

Cert.  R.S.I.  &  S.I.E.J.B. 

(Left  16/3/57) 

Meat  Inspector’s  Cert. 
R.S.I.,  Smoke  Inspectors 
CERT  R.S.I. 

R.  R.  MacDougall 

Cert  R.S.I.,  &  S.I.E.J.B., 

(Left  27/4/57) 

Meat  Inspector’s  Cert. 
R.S.I. 

R.  Copeland 

do.  do. 

T.  McCowie 

CERT.  R.S.I.  &  S.I.E.J.B. 

(Commenced  3/6/57) 

Meat  Insp.  Cert  r.s.i. 

1 

1  N.  Robinson 

do.  do. 

1  (Appointed  4/4/57) 

Smoke  Insp.  Cert  r.s.i. 

*  Part-time,  also  in  Coyisultant  or  Private  Practice. 
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Post  or  Appointment 

Name 

Qualificatioofl 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

H.  F.  L.  Davies 

Cert.  B.s.i.  &  s.i.E.j.B. 

(Left  27/4/57) 

T.  C.  Peacock 

Meat  Insp.  Cert,  r.s.i. 

(Left  24/4/57) 

A.  G.  Austin 

do.  do. 

(Left  27/7/57) 

R.  C.  Stuttle 

do.  do. 

(Commenced  16/7/57) 

do.  do. 

J.  Somerville 

■Cert.  R.s.A.  of  Scotland. 

(Commenced  1/8/57) 

L,  McCowey 

Cert.  R.S.I.  &  S.I.E.J.B. 

( Commenced  9 /d  2/57) 

Meat  Insp.  CJert.  r.s.i. 

S.  Teasdale 
(Appointed  4/6/57) 

P.H.I.E.B. 

Student  Public  Health 

R.  H.  Aldus 

Inspectors 

M.  J.  W.  Giblin 

R,  Gardener 
(Commenced  2/9/57) 

Inspector  under  the  Shops 

J.  R.  Kelso 

Acts 

Superintendent  Health 

Miss  E.  Mycock 

8.B.N.,  8.C.M.,  and 

Visitor 

H.v.  Certificate. 

Non-Medical  Supervisor 

Mrs.  S.  a.  Innes 

8.B.N.,  S.C.M. 

tof  Midwives 

Matron,  Midwifery 

Part  II  Training  School. 

Miss  E.  Robinson 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Matron,  Day  Nurseries 

Mrs.  E.  P.  White 

8.R.N. 

Health  Visitors 

Miss  C.  W.  Everson 

S.B.N.,  8.O.M.  and  h.v. 

Cert. 

Miss  M.  SheKry 

do.  do.  do. 

Mbs.  P.  Stewart 

do.  do.  do. 

Mrs.  B.  Heavisides 
Miss  S.  E.  G.  Whit- 

do.  do.  do. 

FIELD 

do.  do.  do. 

Miss  M.  V.  Ingoe 

do.  do.  do. 

Miss  E.  N.  Joplino 

do.  do.  do. 

Miss  J.  Arnold 

do.  do.  do. 

Miss  J.  J.  McDdnald 

do.  do.  do. 

Mrs.  I.  Callender 

do.  do.  do. 

Miss  C.  Ford 

do.  do.  do. 

Miss  N.  Ward 

s.R.N.  and  H.v.  Cert. 

Mrs.  0.  Graham 

do.  do.  do. 

(Appointed  4/7/57) 

Miss  J.  C.  Clarke 

s.R.N.,  S.C.M.  H.v.  Cert. 

(Appointed  4/7/57) 

1 
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Post  or  Appointment 


Student 

School  Nurses 


Chief  Admin.  Clerk 


Senior  Admin.  Clerk 
Asst.  Admin.  Clerk 
Clerks 


Mental  Health  Service  : 
(Duly  Authorised 
Officers) 

Occupation  Centre 

Supervisor, 

Assistant  Supervisor, 


Name  Qiralifications 


Miss  E.  J.  Holt  s.r.n. 

(Conmienced  26/8/57) 

Mrs.  D.  McPhee 
Mrs.  E.  Hayden 
Mrs.  J.  Johnson 
Mrs.  M.  M.  Bain 
C.  Hymers 


J.  Hilton 
W.  Johnson 
A.  T.  Lawson 
L.  Snare 
Miss  E.  Park 
Miss  J.  Tinmouth 
Mrs.  M.  Badger 
Miss  O.  Snaith 
Miss  N.  Hardwick 
Miss  B.  G.  Tindle 
Miss  F.  H.  McKay 
Miss  M.  Gascoigne 
Miss  S.  Rafferty 
(Left  9/3/57) 

Miss  D.  Burnett 
N.  Duncan 
J.  H.  G.  Chapman 
(Left  31/1/57) 

Mrs.  F.  Borthwick 
Mrs,  M.  P.  Neville 
Mrs.  E.  Ford 
G.  B.  Stephenson 
(Commenced  28/1/57) 
N.  Chamley 
(Commenced  28/1/57) 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Gibbons 
(Commenced  4/2/57) 
Miss  D.  A.  Johnson 
(Conmienced  25/2/57) 
Miss  H.  Brown 
(Commenced  1/7/57) 
R.  M.  Hudson 
W.  Scott 
D.  J.  Johnston 


Mrs.  I.  Hoult 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Bell 
(Left  16/3/57) 

Mrs.  I.  C.  Hesketh 
(Commenced  1/4/57) 


S.B.N. 

S.B.N. 

S.B.N.,  8.C.M. 

S.B.N. 

Cert.  B.s.i. 

and  Meat  Inepeotor’a 
Cert. 

Cert.  b.SjI. 


Dental  Assistants,  School 
Health  Service 


Miss  O.  Deakin 
Miss  J.  A.  Landbeth 
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Post  or  Appointment 

Name 

Qualifications 

Clinic  Attendant 

Mrs.  a.  M.  Wheatley 

Ambulance  Supt. 

W.  S.  Bohill 

do.  Drivers  (25) 

Domiciliary  Midwives  (18) 

Supervisor  of  Domestic 

Helps 

Mrs.  a.  C.  Thompson 

Assistant  Supervisor  of 
Domestic  Helps 
Domestic  Helps  : 

Miss  M.  Clarke 
(Appointed  2/5/57) 

(4  Full-time,  144  Part- 


time) 

Rodent  Operator  (2) 
Van  Driver  (1) 
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PART  I.— STATISTICAL  AND  GENERAL  DATA. 
STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 


1.  General  Statistics. 

Acres. 

Area  of  Borough  (including  inland  water  but  excluding 

foreshore  and  tidal  water — 301  acres)  .  4,877 

Population  at  Census,  1951  .  106,598 

Resident  population,  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for 

1957  (mid-year)  .  108,300 

Density  (persons  per  acre)  .  22.2 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1957  (according 

to  Rate  Books)  .  35,853 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1957  .  £978,452 

Produce  of  a  peimy  rate  (estimate  for  1957-58)  .  £3,887 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Total  Male  Female 


1956  1957 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 

2,043 

1,045 

998^ 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate 

71 

32 

39 

>  of  the  estimated 

resident  population 

17.9 

19.5 

Birth  Rate  adjusted  by  Comparability  Factor  of  0.93 . 

16.7 

18.2 

Still  Births  : — 

I 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Legitimate 

54 

25 

29 

^births  (hve  and 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

2j 

still-births)  . 

26.2 

26.3 

Deathrate  per  1,000 

Deaths  . 

1,275 

709 

566 

>  of  the  estimated 

J 

resident  population 

11.2 

11.8 

Death  Rate  adjusted  by  Comparability  Factor  (1.19)  .  13.3  14.0 


Death  Rate  from  puerperal  causes,  per  1 ,000  total  births  : 

Puerperal  sepsis  . .  — 

Other  puerperal  causes  .  0.50 


Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

Ail  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  20.7  23.2 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  20.4  24.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births .  27.0  Nil. 


1956  1957 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) .  238  948 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) .  —  — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  —  — 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) .  —  2 

Area  comparability  factors  : — 

Births  .  0.93  0  93 

Deaths  .  i.l9  1  19 

8.  Social  and  Economic  Conditions. 


The  principal  industries  in  the  borough  are  shipbuilding,  ship- 
repairing,  coal-mining  and  export.  New  light  industries  (electrical 
and  engineering  fittings,  tailoring,  gowns,  lingerie,  slippers,  chemicals 
and  pickles)  have  now  been  established  for  some  years  and  these, 
in  contrast  to  the  heavy  industries,  provide  employment  for  many 
women. 

Unemployment  : — 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Manager  of  the  Emplojnnent  Exchange, 
for  the  latest  information  available  relating  to  unemployment 
which  is  summarised  below. 

The  average  numbers  on  the  live  registers  taken  from  the  monthly 
returns,  were  as  follows  : — 


1952  1953  1954  1955  1956 

Men  (age  18-64)  1,356  1,314  1,074  906  979 

Boys  (age  15-17)  41  48  55  30  30 

Women  (age  18-64)  495  492  396  233  230 

Girls  (age  15-17)  38  29  23  18  14 


Total  .  1,930  1,883  1,548  1,187  1,253 


Of  the  different  groups  the  percentage  of  unemployed  was  as 
follows  : — 

1952  1953  .  1954  1955  1956 

Men  (age  18-64)  6  6  5  4.2  4.5 

Boys  (age  15-17)  3  4  4  2.1  2.6 

Women  (age  18-64)  5  5  4  2.4  2.2 

Girls  (age  15-17)  1  1  1  1.0  0.8 


Total  .  6  5  4  3.4  3.6 


The  maximum  and  minimum  numbers  of  persons  unemployed 
during  the  year  were  : — 

Maximum.  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956 

Men  (age  18-64)  1,761  1,820  1,812  1,238  1,263 

Boys  (age  15-17) .  64  96  97  63  56 

Women  (age  18-64)  693  587  514  375  305 

Girls  (age  15-17)  62  62  31  34  33 


Minimum. 

1952 

11 

1953 

1954 

1955 

195'6 

Men  (age  18-64)  . 

,.  1,090 

794 

750 

700* 

740' 

Bovs  (age  15-17) . 

26 

28 

22 

8 

19 

Women  (age  18-64) 

389 

339 

269 

127 

177 

Girls  (age  15-17)  . 

21 

9 

8 

6 

8 

Population. 

VITAL 

STATISTICS. 

The  Registrar-Generars  estimate  of  the  resident  population  of 
the  County  Borough  for  1957,  is  108,300,  an  increase  on  the  previous 
year  of  200.  The  natural  increase — excess  of  births  over  deaths— 
was  839.  The  population  at  the  1951  Census  was  106,598. 

Births. 

2,114  babies  were  registered  as  belonging  to  South  Shields  during 
1957,  a  birth  rate  of  19.5  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the  birth  rate 
for  1956,  was  17.9  per  1,000. 

The  proportion  of  male  to  female  births  was  1,077  males  to  1,037 
females. 

There  were  71  illegitimate  births  or  3.4%  of  the  total  births. 

There  were  57  still  births,  26  males  and  31  females  :  26.3  per  1,000 
of  all  births,  live  and  still. 

The  birth  rate  in  South  Shields  as  compared  vuth  the  country 
generaity  and  neighbouring  authorities  v  as  as  follows  : — 


Live 

Still 

Births 

Births 

England  and  Wales . 

16.1 

22.4 

South  Shields  C.B . 

19.52 

26.26 

Gateshead  C.B . 

.  18.6 

28.2 

Sunderland  C.B . 

.  21.73 

28.22 

Newastle  upon  Tyne  . 

.  18.17 

23.01 

Tvnernouth  C.B . 

18.23. 

27.45 

Durham  County  . 

.  18.4 

25.3 

Northumberland  County  . 

.  16-.68 

25.31 

Peaths. 

There  were  1,275  deaths  during  the  year  among  South  Shields 
residents  :  males  709,  females  566>.  This  is  equal  to  a  death  rate 
of  11.8  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  a  death  rate 
of  11.2  for  1956.  The  figure  includes  88  deaths  of  residents  who  died 
away  from  South  Shields,  but  the  deaths  of  169  non-residents  Avho 
died  in  South  Shields  inostly  in  hospitals,  are  excluded. 
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The  death  rate  for  South  Shields  as  compared  with  the  country 
generally  and  neighbouring  authorities  was  as  follows  : — 


England  and  Wales .  11.5 

South  Shields  C.B .  11.8 

Gateshead  C.B .  11.5 

Sunderland  C.B .  10.4 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne  .  12.3 

Tvmemouth  C.B .  11.8 

Durham  County  .  11.3 

Northumberland  County  .  11.5 


The  death  rate  for  South  Shields  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  year 


was  as  folloAVS  : — 

1st  quarter  .  13.6 

2nd  quarter  .  10.0 

3rd  quarter  .  10.1 

4th  quarter  . . 13.6 


Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  49  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  this 
represents  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  23.2  per  1,000  births  as  com¬ 
pared  with  20.7  in  1956  and  23.0  for  the  country  generally. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

No  deaths  were  recorded  as  associated  Avith  pregnancy  and 
parturition. 

Zymotic  Deaths. 

Two  deaths  occurred  from  Infantile  Diarrhoea,  the  zymotic  rate 
being  0.02  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  Percentage 
deaths.  of.  total 


{a)  Arteriosclerotic  and  Heart  diseases .  352  27.6 

{b)  Cancer  .  248  19.5 

(c)  Cerebral  haemorrhage.  Apoplexy,  etc.  195  15.3 

{d)  Bronchitis .  94  7.4 

[e)  Pneumonia  .  48  3.8 

(/)  Violence  and  accidents  .  46  3.6 

(g)  Prematurity  and  diseases  of  earty 

infancy .  35  2.7 

{h)  Tuberculosis  .  19  ]  5 

{i)  Nephritis  .  16  1.3 

(j)  Influenza  .  JO  0.8 


13 


Ajenge  Age  at  Death  (in  years) 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Overall 

1918 

32.90 

32.61 

32.76 

1919 

34.69 

33.66 

34.20  ! 

1920 

32.82 

34.84 

33.78 

1921 

37.31 

36.89 

37.12 

1922 

36.41 

39.01 

37.61  I 

1923 

35.94 

36.25 

36.09  1 

1924 

35.84 

40.65 

38.12  i 

1925 

35.77 

37.36 

36.49  1 

1926 

39.79 

41.15 

40.42 

1927 

40.23 

41.05 

40.62 

1928 

41.82 

41.12 

41.49  i 

1929 

39.49 

41.38 

40.41 

1930 

42.96 

45.94 

44.32  i 

1931 

39.29 

43.19 

41.11 

1932 

46.98 

49.06 

47.98 

1933 

43.30 

47.71 

45.38' 

1934 

45.30 

48.00 

46.60  ! 

1935 

48.13 

50.06 

49.04  : 

1936 

48.38 

53.41 

50.67  i 

1937 

48.64 

51.20 

49.87 

1938 

50.15 

’  51.88 

51.01 

1939 

52.24 

53.33 

52.73  ' 

1940 

51.92 

54.23 

53.01 

1941 

60.34 

52.05 

51.80 

1942 

51.81 

54.37 

53.05 

1943 

52.94 

52.81 

52.88 

1944 

55.14 

56.52 

55.79 

1945 

55.54 

57.40 

56.40 

1946 

53.55 

58.78 

55.87 

1947 

56.67 

58.30 

57.41 

1948 

58.99 

60.39 

59.65 

1949 

58.27 

60.98 

59.58 

1950 

60.53 

64.40 

62.31 

1951 

61.51 

64.53 

62.88  ! 

1952 

60.44 

63.58 

61.86 

1953 

61.59 

64.94 

63.41 

1954 

60.97 

65.53 

63.07 

1955 

63.13 

65.65 

64.27 

1956 

64.29 

69.15 

66.55  1 

1  1957 

64.24 

67.77 

65.82  1 
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Many  factors  contribute  to  this  improvement — notably  the 
reduction  of  infant  mortality,  the  decrease  in  infectious  diseases 
generally,  the  advancement  of  medical  science  and  better  housing 
conditions  resulting  in  improved  hygiene  in  the  homes.  It  will  be 
observed  that  females  live  longer  than  males  (and  one  factor  may 
be  that  many  of  the  best  lives  among  males  were  either  lost  at  sea 
or  in  the  fighting  services  whilst  comparatively  young). 

Coroner’s  Inquests. 

Coroner’s  inquests  were  held  in  respect  of  62  deaths.  In  13  cases, 
the  Coroner  ordered  a  post-mortem  examination,  but  it  was  found 
unnecessary  to  hold  inquests.  There  were  17  deaths  which  were 
not  certified  by  a  medical  practitioner  and  on  whom  no  inquest  or 
Coroner’s  post  mortem,  examination  was  held. 

Deaths  in  Hospitals  and  other  Institutions. 

533  deaths  or  41.9  per  cent,  of  the  total  occurred  in  institutions, 
exclusive  of  159'  deaths  among  non-residents  of  the  Borough. 
These  are  detailed  in  Table  3,  page  24. 

Cremation. 

Thirty-eight  South  Shields  residents  were  cremated  at  the 
Newcastle  Crematorium,  and  292  at  the  Sunderland  Crematorium. 

Plans  for  a  Crematorium  in  the  Simonside  area  of  the  Borough 
are  under  consideration. 

Causes  of  Death. 

The  tabulation  of  deaths  given  in  Table  1,  page  16,  follows  the 
Abbreviated  List  in  accordance  with  the  Nomenclature  Regulations 
1948,  of  the  World  Health  Organisation.  This  is  the  sixth  revision 
of  the  International  List  and  came  into  force  on  the  1st  January 
1950. 

It  provides  for  an  international  Medical  Certificate  of  Cause  of 
Death  and  rules  for  the  selection  of  the  underlyuig  cause  of  death, 
which  may  be  defined  as 

(а)  the  disease  or  injury  which  initiated  the  train  of  morbid 
events  leading  directly  to  death,  or 

(б)  the  circumstances  of  the  accident  or  violence  which  produced 
the  fatal  injury. 
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The  chief  purpose  of  this  codification  is  to  secure  such  uniformity 
in  morbidity  and  mortality  statistics,  internationally,  as  can  be 
achieved  for  comparisons. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  short  list  of  the 
causes  of  deaths  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- General  is  included  in 
the  report  (Table  1(A),  page  19)  in  order  that  the  relation  between 
the  local  tabulation  (Table  1)  and  the  statistics  supplied  by  the 
Registrar- General  may  be  compared.  There  is  substantial  agree¬ 
ment,  but  as  the  Registrar -General  points  out,  the  classification  of 
some  deaths  in  respect  of  which  the  certifying  medical  practitioners 
have  given  definite  causes  is  modified  in  the  light  of  further  informa¬ 
tion  obtained  by  him  from  them  by  special  enquiries  ;  also  this 
Table  is  of  deaths  actually  registered  during  the  year,  while  Table  I 
is  of  deaths  taking  place  ;  these  possible  sources  of  discrepancy 
should  be  borne  in  mind. 


TABLE  1.-  -  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  during  1957  of  persons  belonging  to  the  County  Borough  of  South  Shields,  classified 
according  to  the  Abbreviated  International  List  of  Causes  (Sixth  Revision)  as  adopted  for  use  ih  England  and  Wales. 
This  list  has  been  abridged  by  omitting  headings  against  which  no  deaths  have  been  recorded  during  the  year). 
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TABLE  1  (A)~CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH 
OF  SOUTH  SHIELDS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957.  (Supplied  by  the  Reqistkak-General). 


19 


75— 

215 

222 

1 - 

'<*'00 . .  •cocO'^* 

■  65— 

204 

173 

cqr-(  •  •!— 1 . lot'OJcq 

•  •  . . ,_| 

00 

B 

O 

ui 

221 

119 

25— 

Oi 

•  -rH  -r-H . f-Hi-H  r— 1 

pa  ■ 
O 

H 

0 

<<  - 

lO 

lO 

rH 

1— H 

O  M 

1 

o 

c<j  cq 

All 

Ages 

M.  j  709 

F.  !  566 

1 

GO  '  lO  •  •  •  •  p-H  . f—i  Oi  CO  CO 

•  ••••  ••••• 

Sex 
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Causes  or  Death  ' 

1 

1 

All  Causes  . i 

1 

1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other . 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  . 

4.  Diphtheria . 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  . 

7.  Acute  Poliomyehtis  . 

8.  Measles  . 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases . 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

11  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . 

Table  1  (A) — Co: 
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TABLE  2. — Deaths  during  1957  :  Seasonal  and  Ward  Distribution. 
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TABLE  2. — Deaths  during  1957  :  Seasonal  and  Ward  Distribution. — Continued. 
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TABLE  3. — Deaths  during  1957  in  Institutions  and  Transferable  Deaths. 
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TABLE  4— POPULATION,  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  FOR 

1938-57 


Year 

Popula¬ 

tion 

esti¬ 

mated 

to 

middle 
of  each 
year 

Births 

Total  deaths 
registered 
in  the 
Borough 

Transfer¬ 

able 

Deaths 

Net  deaths 
to  the 

belonging 

Borough 

Uncor¬ 

rected 

Num¬ 

ber 

Net 

1  Of  Non-Residents 

Registered  in  the 
Borough 

1  Of  Residents  not 

Registered  in  the 

I  Borough 

Under  1  year 
of  age 

At  all 

ages 

Num¬ 

ber 

Rate 

Num¬ 

ber 

Rate 

Num¬ 

ber 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Net 

Births 

Num¬ 

ber 

Rata 

1938 

i  10,400 

2,007 

1,897 

17.2 

1,645 

14.9 

172 

47 

124 

65 

1,520 

13.8 

1939 

1 106,900 

1,834 

1,834 

16.7 

1,594 

14.9 

224 

58 

120 

66 

1,428 

13.4 

1940 

99,550 

1,843 

1,714 

17.2 

1,676 

16.8 

237 

91 

126 

74 

1,530 

15.4 

1941 

92,910 

1,732 

1,597 

17.2 

1,793 

19.3 

229 

109 

146 

91 

1,673 

18.0 

1942 

89,480 

1,712 

1,590 

17.8 

1,492 

16.7 

223 

63 

126 

79 

1,332 

14.9 

1943 

86,130 

1,822 

1,696 

19.7 

1,622 

18.8 

221 

68 

127 

75 

1 ,459 

16.9 

1944 

91,040 

2,184 

2,058 

22.6 

1,436 

15.8 

189 

59 

104 

51 

1,306 

14.3 

1945 

93,680 

2,008 

1,882 

20.1 

1,482 

15.8 

195 

64 

131 

70 

1,351 

14.4 

1946 

100,360 

2,257 

2,206 

22.0 

1,464 

14.6 

168 

48 

145 

66 

1,344 

13.4 

1947 

101,780 

2,434 

2,441 

24.0 

1,458 

14.3 

147 

53 

1  18 

48 

1,364 

13.4 

1948 

1 06,800 

2,106 

2,1  13 

19.8 

1,373 

12.9 

137 

59 

89 

42 

1,295 

12.1 

1949 

108,360 

2,120 

2,127 

19.6 

1,479 

13.6 

141 

64 

97 

46 

1,402 

12.9 

1950 

109,400 

2,026 

2,015 

18.4 

1,494 

13.7 

143 

61 

75 

37 

1,412 

12.9 

1951 

J  106,670 

1,897 

1,933 

18.1 

1,413 

13.2 

128 

78 

76 

39 

1,363 

12.8 

i952 

107,100 

2,024 

2,007 

18.7 

1,340 

12.5 

146 

74 

77 

38 

1,268 

1 1.8 

1953 

107,300 

1,996 

1,995 

18.6 

1,301 

12.1 

142 

67 

59 

30 

1,226 

1  1.4 

1954 

107,500 

2,029 

2,041 

19.0 

1,348 

12.5 

184 

46 

65 

32 

1,210 

1 1.3 

1955 

107,800 

1,960 

1,955 

18.1 

1,322 

12.3 

168 

82 

66 

34 

1,236 

115 

1956 

108,100 

1,956 

1,935 

17.9 

1,290 

1  1.9 

153 

74 

40 

21 

1,2)  1 

1  1.2 

1957  " 

i 

108,300 

2,074 

2,1  14 

19.5 

1,556 

12.5 

169 

88 

49 

23 

1,275 

M.8 

NOTES. — (a)  The  rates  in  Columns  5,  7,  and  13  are  calculated  per  1,000  of 
the  population. 


(6)  “  Transferable  Deaths  ”  are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a 
fixed  or  usual  residence  in  England  or  Wales,  died  in  a  district 
other  than  that  in  which  they  resided. 


fThe  population  for  the  calculation  of  the  birth  rate  for  1939  as  given 
by  the  Registrar -General  was  110,000. 


^Modified  estimate  for  calculation  of  rates,  as  Borough  was  extended 
on  1st  April,  1951  (mid-year  estimate  for  extended  Borough., 


106,800). 


TABLE  5.— BIRTH-RATES,  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES,  AND  DEATH  RATES  FROM  VARIOUS  CAUSES  1871-1957. 
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Slnc«  1891,  Membranous  Croup  has  been  included  under  Diphtheria,  f  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years  of  age)  since  1905. 


27 


CANCER 

During  1957  there  were  248  deaths  from  cancer  as  compared 
with  238  in  1956.  143  of  the  deaths  occurred  among  males  and 

105  among  females.  There  were  48  deaths  from  cancer  of  the 
respiratory  system.  The  cancer  death  rate  was  2.29  per  1,000  of 
the  population  as  compared  with  2.09  for  England  and  Wales. 
Cancer  accounted  for  19.5  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  in  the  Borough. 
86  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  hospitals. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  cancer  deaths  in  South 
Shields  in  1957  analysed  according  to  sex  and  to  the  site  affected. 


Code. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

141.  Tongue  . 

144.  Other  parts  of  mouth  and  mouth 

1 

1 

(unspecified)  . 

1 

1 

145.  Oral  mesopharynx  . 

1 

1 

146.  Nasopharynx  . 

1 

1 

148.  Phar^nix,  unspecified  . 

1 

1 

150.  Oesophagus  . 

5 

3 

8 

151.  Stomach . . . 

152.  Small  intestine,  including 

34 

20 

54 

duodenum . 

1 

1 

153.  Large  intestine,  except  rectum  . 

16 

14 

30 

154.  E^ectum  . 

rr 

i 

5 

12 

155.  Biliary  passages  and  liver  (primary) 

4 

4 

156.  Liver  (secondary  and  unspecified) 

1 

1 

2 

157.  Pancreas  . 

6 

3 

9 

158.  Peritoneum  . . 

1 

i 

161.  Larpix  . . 

162.  Trachea,  and  bronchus  and  lung 

2 

1 

3 

(primary)  . 

20 

1 

21 

163.  Lung  and  bronchus  (unspecified) 

23 

1 

24 

170.  Breast  . 

24 

24 

171.  Cervix  uteri  . 

4 

4 

172.  Corpus  uteri  . 

1 

1 

174.  Uterus,  unspecified  . 

175.  Ovary,  Fallopian  tube,  and  broad 

3 

3 

. . . . . . 

8 

9 

9 

177  Prostate  . 

8 

180.  Kidney  . . . 

1 

1 

28 


Code. 

Male. 

Fenuile. 

Total. 

181. 

Bladder  and  other  urinary  organs 

7 

7 

191. 

Skin  (other)  . 

3 

1 

4 

igrs. 

Brain  and  other  parts  of  nervous 
system  . . 

1 

1 

2 

196. 

Bone  (including  jaw  bone) . 

1 

1 

199. 

Other  and  unspecified  sites  . . 

4 

4 

200. 

Lymphosarcoma  and  reticulo- 
sarcoma . . 

2 

2 

201. 

Hodgkin’s  disease . 

o 

2 

204. 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia  . 

1 

e 

2 

Total  . 

143 

105 

248  . 

Deaths  from  cancer  have  shown  a  progressive  increase  during 
the  last  twenty  years,  particularly  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and 
pleura.  Contributory  causes  are  at  present  being  investigated. 

The  distribution,  percentage  of  total  deaths  and  percentage  of 
deaths  35  years  and  upwards  {i.e.  the  age  usually  affected)  since 
1938  is  given  in  the  following  table. 

Smoking  and  Lung  Cancer. 

During  the  year,  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  7/57  on  Smoking 
and  Lung  Cancer  was  discussed  by  the  appropriate  committees.  As 
a  result  of  a  decision  by  the  Health  Services  Committee,  posters 
drawing  attention  to  the  ]*isks  were  exViibited  in  some  public 
buildings.  Following  the  Education  Committee’s  consideration 
of  Memorandum  555  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  on  the  same  topic 
action  was  taken  to  publicise  the  matter  in  the  secondary  schools. 
A  circular  was  issued  bv  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Head 
Teachers  requesting  that  suitable  talks  be  given  to  the  pupils  and 
in  addition  appropriate  literature  was  made  available  to  the  schools. 
Posters  were  also  distributed  for  display  on  premises  utilised  by 
Youth  Clubs. 

The  publicity  amongst  young  people  will  be  maintained  as  a 
continuous  campaign. 


CANCER  DEATHS,  1988  to  1967. 
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*XJn.d©r  the  regulations  of  the  World  Health  Organisation  which  came  into  force  on  1st  January,  1950,  the 
following  diseases  are  now  classified  as  Cancer  :  Hodgkin’s  disease.  Lymphoma  (reticulosis).  Leukaemia 
and  Aleukaemia  and  Mycosis  Fungoides  and  these  diseases  have  therefore  been  added  to  1938/49  figures  for 
comparison. 
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PART  II.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  tables  give  the  corrected  figures  of  all  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  notified  in  the  Borough  during  1957  : — 


Table  A  — Age  Groups. 


B  — Ward  Distribution  (page  32). 

C  — Seasonal  Incidence  (page  33). 

D  — Comparative  figures  for  past  10  years  (page  34). 


Table  A. — Notifications,  1957,  classified  by  Age  Groups. 


Disease 

At 

all 

ages 

Under 

1 

1 

& 

2 

3 

& 

4 

5 

10 

1  5 

^>5 

4'i 

65  + 

9 

14 

24 

44 

64 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

86 

1 

4 

27 

45 

9 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

108 

14 

33 

34 

20 

6 

1 

•  • 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

.  . 

2 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  • 

.  . 

•  « 

»  • 

Measles  . 

3218 

142 

868 

1052 

1123 

26 

6 

1 

Diphtheria . 

.  . 

.  . 

•  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  • 

•  •* 

Pneumonia  ; 

influenzal  . 

36 

.  , 

2 

2 

1 

5 

1 

7 

16 

2 

primary  . 

137 

8 

7 

4 

9 

4 

8 

35 

45 

17 

Dysentery  . 

187 

5 

39 

28 

52 

11 

13 

24 

10 

5 

Smallpox  . 

Encephalitis  . 

.  • 

•  . 

•  - 

*  • 

.  . 

•  • 

•  • 

Typhoid  F ever  . 

*  • 

*  * 

Paratyphoid  Fever  .  . 

2 

.  . 

2 

.  . 

.  . 

.  • 

•  » 

Erysipelas  . 

15 

.  . 

.  . 

4 

rr 

/ 

4 

Meningococcal 

infection  . 

3 

2 

.  • 

.  . 

.  • 

,  , 

1 

*  , 

Food  poisoning . 

12 

.  . 

1 

1 

3 

4 

3 

,  * 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

14 

.  • 

.  - 

.  • 

6 

8 

.  . 

«  • 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum  .... 

4 

4 

.  . 

.  . 

.  » 

.  , 

Malaria  . 

,  . 

•  • 

.  . 

.  • 

, 

*  , 

Tuberculosis  : 

respiratory  . 

158 

-  • 

3 

3 

7 

8 

36 

46 

45 

10 

non-respiratory  .... 

10 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

•  • 

Total  . 

3992 

176 

960 

1154 

1258 

72 

75 

132 

127 

38 

Table  B. — Ward  Distribatlon  o!  Notifications,  1967 


Table  C.  -  Seasonal  Incidence  of  Notifications,  1957. 


33 


Table  D. — Comparative  Notifications  lor  the  past  ten  years 


34 
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Notes  on  certain  infectious  diseases. 


Scarlet  fever. 

86  cases  were  notified.  Of  these,  6  patients  (7%)  were  admitted 
to  hospital.  Most  of  the  cases  were  very  mild  and  of  the  54  patients 
of  school  age  all  were  back  to  school  within  three  weeks  of  notifica¬ 
tion.  There  were  no  fatal  cases. 

Whooping  Cough 

108  cases  were  notified  and  in  addition  18  cases  were  reported  by 
Head  Teachers.  Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  commenced 
in  December,  1951.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
cases  in  age  groups  and  cases  occurring  who  had  previously  received 
a  complete  course  of  immunising  vaccine,  together  with  the  total 
immunisations  carried  out  in  1957. 


Age 

Cases  of 
Whooping 
Cough 

Cases 

previously 

immunised 

Deaths 

1  Immunisa¬ 
tions 
1957 

Under  1  . 

14 

476 

1-2 . 

33 

1 

838 

3^ . 

34 

1 

41 

5—9 . 

20 

1 

33 

10—14 . 

6 

2 

15 . 

1 

Total  . 

108 

3 

1390 

Poliomyelitis 

Two  cases  were  notified  ;  both  paralytic,  females  aged  18  months 
and  2  years.  One  patient  was  treated  in  hospital  ;  both  cases  were 
comparatively  mild.  Details  of  the  scheme  for  vaccination  against 
poliomyelitis  are  given  on  page  71. 

Measles. 

3,218  cases  were  notified.  Three  cases  were  treated  in  hospital 
and  there  were  no  fatal  cases.  Further  details  of  the  epidemic  are 
given  on  page  39. 

Dysentery 

338  suspected  cases  were  reported  ;  of  these,  187  were  confirmed 
by  laboratory  tests  as  suffering  from  sonne  type  dysentery.  24 
patients  were  treated  in  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths  from 
this  disease. 
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All  these  cases  were  followed  up  until  three  consecutive  negative 
bacteriological  tests  were  obtained  ;  a  total  of  1,932  faeces 
specimens  were  collected  for  examination  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne.  Special  supervision  was 

exercised  over  all  food  handlers  .J  • 

•  -v- 

Encephalitis 

There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  notified  during  1957. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fever 

No  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  reported. 

Tv  ^o  cases  of  paratyphoid  fever  were  notified,  one  a  non-resident  ; 
both  recovered  after  treatment  in  hospital. 

Meningococcal  infection 

Three  cases  were  notified  ;  females  aged  four  months,  five  months 
and  59  years.  All  were  treated  in  hospital  ;  the  infants  recovered, 
but  the  adult  died. 

Food  Poisoning  :  Memo  188/Med.,  Appendix  D  (1) 

1  i ' 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  cases  which  occurred  during 
the  year. 

(1)  1st  Quarter — Nil.  2nd  Quarter — 2.  3rd  Quarter — 5. 

4th  Quarter — 5 .  Total —  1 2 . 

(2)  Outbreaks  due  to  Identified  Agents  : — 

Total  :  2  Total  cases  :  6.  Fatal  Cases  :  Nil. 

(Salmonella  typhi-murium — 2) 

(Clostridium  Welchii) — 4). 

(3)  Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause  :  Nil. 

(4)  Single  Cases  :  Total  6  :  Fatal  :  Nil. 

(All  Salmonella  typhi-murium) 

(5)  Cases  identified  in  hospital  :  Nil. 

Infective  hepatitis 

During  1957,  22  cases  were  reported.  All  were  children  of  school 
age — 12  boys  and  10  girls. 

There  was  family  contact  in  two  cases,  and  two  patients  had  a 
history  of  school  contact  with  cases  of  ‘  jaundice  ’. 

The  symptoms  in  18  cases  were  stated  to  have  been  mild  and  the 
other  four  were  of  moderate  severity.  One  case  was  treated  in 
hospital. 


tt  i 


Influenza 

The  pandemic  of  Asian  type  influenza  was  first  observed  in  South 
Shields  in  early  September.  The  first  group  noticeably  affected 
was  children,  especially  in  senior  and  junior  schools.  Some  schools 
had  an  absence  rate  from  ‘‘  colds  ’  of  more  than  10%  and  this  rose 
rapidly  until  by  the  end  of  the  month  the  overall  absence  rate  was 
36%  in  senior  schools  and  26%  in  junior  schools,  some  schools 
shoving  an  absence  rate  of  over  50%.  Infants  schools  were  not  so 
severely  affected,  the  maximum  absence  rate  being  15%.  It  is 
estimated  that  at  least  5,000  children  were  affected,  but  fortunately 
the  illness  was  mild  in  character.  One  death  from  influenzal 
pneumonia  was  reported. 

In  late  September  and  early  October  the  adult  population  was 
affected,  but  here  again  the  illness  was  comparatively  mild.  173 
cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year,  as  compared 
with  an  average  of  165  during  each  of  the  preceding  ten  years,  and 
no  difficulty  was  experienced  b^^  general  practitioners  in  obtaining 
admission  to  hospital  of  cases  of  pneumonia  where  necessary. 

Close  liaison  was  maintained  betvveen  the  public  health  depart¬ 
ment  and  welfare  officers  of  local  shipyards,  factories  and  other 
places  of  emplorunent  and  periodic  information  was  obtained  on 
the  progress  of  the  epidemic  as  reflected  in  absenteeism.  At  the 
peak  of  the  epidemic  probably  10%  to  15%  of  adult  workers  were 
affected,  but  employers  of  large  numbers  of  women  agreed  that  the 
absence  of  women  from  work  was  not  a  fair  picture  of  the  spread  of 
the  epidemic,  as  a  high  proportion  of  women  were  absent  in  order 
to  nurse  their  children. 

With  the  co-operation  of  general  practitioners,  blood  specimens 
from  36  patients  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  ;  ten 
of  these  indicated  Virus  type  A. 

Intectious  Disease  Contacts — Transfers  from  other  areas 

Two  persons  entering  the  country  by  sea  had  been  in  contact 
with  a  case  of  typhoid  fever  on  the  voyage. 

Eleven  Persons  entering  the  country  by  sea,  and  ninety  entering 
bv  air,  had  come  from  a  smallnox  infected  area. 

Ail  these  contacts  were  kept  under  observation  for  the  necessary 
period  but  none  contracted  either  of  the  diseases. 

Hospital  Treatment. 

During  1957,  78  cases  of  infectious  diseases  belonging  to  South 
Shields  were  treated  in  hospitals  as  under  : — ^ 
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Sherriff  Walker- 

Deans  Geyieral I ngliani  Hill  Havelock  gate 
Hosjj.  Hoetp.  Jvfirm.  Hasp.  Ho,sp.  Hasp.  Total 


Scarlet  Fever  . 

3 

.  . 

3 

f) 

Paratyphoid  Fever  .  . 

.  . 

1 

1 

.  . 

.  . 

2 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

.  . 

.  . 

1 

.  . 

.  . 

1 

Dysentery . 

•> 

2 

18 

2 

24 

Meningicoccal 

infection  . 

3 

3 

Pneumonia . 

1 

7 

5 

1 

1 

15 

Measles  . 

5 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

.  , 

2 

.  . 

.  . 

•> 

Infective  hepatitis 

.  . 

.  . 

1 

1 

Ervsipelas . 

1 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

1 

Ophtliahnia 

neonatorum  .  .  .  . 

1 

1 

Influenza  . 

,  , 

3 

4 

rr’ 

i 

Whooping  cough  . 

.  . 

1 

1 

Food  poisoning  .  .  .  . 

.  . 

.  . 

] 

1 

Chickenpox  . 

•  - 

•  • 

5 

5 

Totau  . 

12 

14 

23 

19 

1 

78 

In  addition,  one  patient  was  admitted  to  the  South  Shields 
General  Hospital,  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  an  infectious 
disease  u  hich  was  not  confirmed  on  su])sequent  diagnosis. 


Laboratory  Examinations 

The  following  is  a  classified  list  of  pathological  examinations. 


etc.,  carried  out  at  various  laboratories 

for  the 

Public  Health 

Department. 

Public  Health 

General 

Public  Health 

Laboratory 

Hospital 

Laboratory 

Newcastle. 

South 

Sunderla/nd. 

Shields. 

Ear,  throat  or  nasal  swabs 

16 

Urine  . 

0 

Faeces  . 

1,912 

20 

Food  Specimens  . 

(i 

Blood  complement  fixation 

cases  (influenza)  . 

20 

Miscellaneous  Blood,  etc. 

4 

Total  . 

i,936 

IS 

26 

39 


Measles  Epidemic,  1956-57. 

1.  Incidence  and  Extent. 

The  rise  in  incidence  began  in  December,  1956,  and  continued 
until  April  1957.  During  the  previous  19  months  there  had  been 
a  very  low  incidence  only  427  cases  altogether  being  reported  during 
the  period.  As  a  result  of  this  it  was  estimated  that  there  were 
about  14,000  children  (i.e.  over  half  the  population  of  “  under  15’s  ”) 
who  would  be  susceptible  to  measles  at  the  beginning  of  this  year. 

The  large  number  of  susceptibles  plus  the  poor  summer  weather 
of  1956  which  would  probably  lower  the  general  resistance  of  many 
children  were  no  doubt  significant  factors  in  the  cause  of  the  dramatic 
increase  in  cases  in  January  and  February,  1957. 

The  entire  Durham  and  Northumberland  areas  .appear  to  have 
been  equally  affected  with  the  notable  exceptions  of  Sunderland, 
Darlington  and  Tynemouth.  These  towns,  however,  each  showed 
a  rising  incidence  from  March  onwards. 

2.  Severity  of  Illness 

Generally  speaking,  the  disease  appears  to  have  been  of  a  mild 
character  ;  although  numbers  of  children  were  acutely  ill  for  a  few 
days,  some  with  prominent  chest  symptoms,  other  children  were 
reported  as  being  up  and  about  very  quickly.  The  number  of 
complications  involving  chiefly  the  eyes,  ears  and  chest  was  very 
small.  Six  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  (Deans  5  :  Sherriff  Hilll) 
Apart  from  severe  or  complicated  cases  hospital  accommodation 
was  essential  for  cases  where  the  standard  of  home  care  was  low 
or  where  housing  conditions  were  adverse.  No  fatal  cases  occurred 
durmg  the  epidemic. 

The  low  incidence  of  complications  may  well  have  been  due  to  the 
use  of  modern  drugs  Ijy  the  family  doctors  and  the  generally  mild 
weather  may  also  have  had  a  favourable  influence. 

A  comparison  with  other  epidemics  when  this  disease  was  notif¬ 
iable  confirms  this  view'. 

In  1917  there  w^ere  4,135  notifications  and  122  deaths. 

„  1919  „  „  2,396^  „  „  41  „ 

„  1941  „  „  2,521  „  „  13  „ 

,,  1957  ,,  ,,  3,218  ,,  ,,  no  deaths. 

The  follow  ing  table  shows  that  the  outbreak  w^as  almost  entirely 
confined  to  children  under  7  years,  most  of  the  children  over  that 
age  having  previously  had  the  disease.  The  number  of  infants 
affected  was  probably  a  little  higher  than  would  have  been  expected. 
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3.,  Control  and  Prevention. 

The  greatest  difficulty  in  controlling  measles  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  disease  is  highly  infectious  3  to  4  days  before  the- appearance 
of  the  rash  and  in  many  cases  the  rash  is  the  first  warning  of  an 
attack.  The  child  may  not  seem  to  be  ill  before  the  rash  or  be 
suffering  from  what  the  mother  thinks  is  a  cold.  At  the  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  advice  on  this  point  was  emphasized  to  all  mothers 
attending. 

In  their  routine  visiting  to  all  notified  cases  to  advise  on  nursing 
disinfection  and  prevention  as  necessary,  the  health 'visitors  were 
instructed  to  concentrate  their  efforts  on  those  cases  where  the 
standard  of  care  was  unsatisfactory.  In  one  case  for  instance 
where  the  nurse  reported  such  conditions,  the  child  was  admitted  to 
hospital  and  the  family  doctor  was  advised.  ’ 

School  closure  was  not  resorted  to  since  it  was  felt  that  young 
children  generally  speaking  were  frequently  in  contact  with  one 
another  outside  of  school  and  the  likelihood  of  susceptible  children 
being  less  exposed  to  infection  was  not  significantly  reduced.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  the  schools  remained  open  this  in  itself  enabled 
the  department  to  maintain  some  form  of  control.  Thus  the  school 
nurses  paid  frequent  visits  to  the  infant  schools  and  excluded 
children  v  ho  appeared  to  be  suffering  from  measles  in  its  early 
stages.  As  a  result  of  this,  the  school  teachers  also  maintained  a 
vigilance  for  early  cases  when  the  nurse  was  not  present. 

Children  under  7  who  were  family  contacts  of  a  case  of  measles 
and  who  had  not  had  the  disease  themselves  were  excluded  from 
school. 
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PART  m.— LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 
National  Health  Service  Acts  1946-52 

SECTION  22.— CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
Notification  of  Births 

The  number  of  births  notified  or  registered  in  the  Borough  during 
1957,  was  as  follows  : — 

Live  Still 

Births  Births 

Domiciliary  Births  : 

Notified  by  midwives .  1,203  18 

Births  in  South  Shields  Maternity 
Hospital  : 

Notified  by  mid  wives  .  727  46 


1,930  64 

Less — Born  in  Borough  to  mothers  not 
normally  resident  in  the  town  : 

In  South  Shields  Maternity  Hospital  211  18 


1,719  46 

Add — Born  outside  Borough  to  mothers 
normally  resident  in  the  town  : 

In  Institutions  *355  *13 


Net  Total .  2,074  59 


The  institutions  outside  the  Borough  where  the  births  occurred, 
were  as  follows  : — 

Live  Still 

Births  Birth  s 

Danesfield  Maternity  Home,  Jarrow  .  173  1 

Princess  Mary’s  Hospital,  Newcastle 

upon  Tyne  90  5 

Hopedene  Maternity  Hospital,  N’cle .  26 

Maternity  Hospital,  Sunderland  .  12  2 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Gateshead  10  2 

Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland  .  4 

General  Hospital,  Newcastle  .  4  1 

Ashleigh  Nursing  Home,  Gosforth  .  4  1 
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Live  Still 

Births  Births 


Dilston  Hall  Nursing  Home  25  1 

Eskdale  Maternity  Hospital,  Whitby  1 

Lealholme  Nursing  Home,  Sunderland  6 


355  13 


The  total  births  correspond  to  a  birth  rate  for  1957  of  19.5 
per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  17.9  in  1956  and  18.1 
in  1955. 

Included  in  this  total  are  28  sets  of  twins  : — 

6  sets  born  at  home. 

17  sets  born  in  South  Shields  Maternity  Hospital. 

5  sets  born  in  hospitals  outside  of  tor^m. 

Premature  Infants. 

The  number  of  premature  live  births  (i.e.  weighing  5J  lbs.  or  less 
at  birth)  notified  during  the  year  as  belonging  to  South  Shields  was 
152  ;  73  of  these  were  born  at  home,  56  in  the  South  Shields 
Maternity  Hospital  and  23  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes  outside 
of  town. 

The  survival  of  these  during  the  first  28  days  of  life  is  shown  in 
the  following  table  : — 


PREMATURE  LIVE  BIRTHS  PREMATURE 

STJLL-BIRTHI 
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(c) 
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Premature  Still  Births  , 

Of  the  59  still-births  recorded,  35  were  -premature  ;  (13  occurred  at 
home  and  21  in  hospitals  and  1  in  Nursing  Home). 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

There  were  four  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  notified  during 
the  year,  three  occurring  in  domiciliary  confinements,  and  one, 
a  non-resident  in  the  South  Shields  Maternity  Hospital. 

No  impairment  of  vision  occurred  in  any  case. 

Thirty-six  cases  of  “  discharging  eyes  ”  were  notified  by  midwives. 
In  one  of  these  cases  the  family  left  town  within  two  weeks  of  the 
birth  and  could  not  be  traced.  There  was  no  impairment  of  vision 
in  the  remainder  of  the  cases,  nor  in  one  case  brought  forward  from 
1956.  One  case  brought  forward  from  1955  was  still  under  the  care 
of  a  consultant  at  the  end  of  1957. 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum 

No  cases  were  notified. 

I 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Fourteen  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified,  4  of  which 
occurred  in  the  South  Shields  Maternity  Hospital  and  10  in 
domiciliary  confinements.  8  of  the  cases  nursed  at  home  were 
referred  to  the  nurses  of  the  South  Shields  and  District  Nursing 
Association. 

Infant  Mortality 

There  v'ere  49  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
(27  boys  and  22  girls)  ;  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  23.18  per  1,000 
births.  The  neo-natal  mortality  was  14.66  per  1,000  births. 

There  were  no  deaths  among  the  7 1  illegitimate  children  under 
one  year  of  age,  compared  with  49  deaths  among  2,043  legitimate 
children. 

The  principal  causes  of  deaths  in  infants  were  : — 


Prematurity  .  13 

Congenital  defects  .  18 

Pneumonia  .  5 

Other  causes . . . 13 


In  the  following  table,  the  births  of  South  Shields  babies  are  set 
out  for  the  past  ten  years  according  to  whether  the  confinement 
took  place  in  hospital  or  at  home.  The  gradual  increase  of  hospital 
confinements  over  the  past  few  years  is  noticeable  but  the  proportion 
of  hospital  births  is  still  below'  that  of  the  country  generally.  In 
addition  still  births  are  analysed  separately  from  live  births  and  the 
still  birth  rates  for  the  past  ten  years  show  how  considerably  this 
figure  varied  from  year  to  year. 


BIRTHS  FOR  SOUTH  SHIELDS  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 
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Peri-Hatal  Mortality 

If  the  number  of  still  births  is  combined  with  the  number  of 
infants  who  die  in  the  first  week  of  life  the  resulting  figure  gives 
the  peri-natal  deaths.  The  causative  factors  involved  in  this  loss 
of  life  are  considered  to  be  common  to  both  categories  hence  the 
value  of  aggregating  both  figures  as  follows  : — 


Deaths  of  Deaths  of 


Number  of 

hifants  during 

Peri -natal  Infants  between 

Stillbirths 

first  iveeek 
of  life 

deaths 

one  week  arid 
twelve  months 

1948 

62 

31 

93 

58 

1949 

40 

32 

72 

65 

1950 

41 

29 

70 

46 

1951 

47 

41 

88 

35 

1952 

51 

40 

91 

37 

1953 

40 

30 

70 

29 

1954 

36 

32 

68 

S3 

1955 

60 

42 

102 

24 

1956 

50 

24 

74 

16 

1957  .. 

59 

28 

87 

21 

The  mortality  of  infants  after  the  first  week  has  shown  a  steady 
improvement  over  the  years  due  to  various  factors  including 
improvement  in  social  conditions  and  medical  services.  The  loss 
of  infant  life  taking  place  before,  during  and  soon  after  birth 
however  is  not  diminishing  to  the  same  extent  as  can  be  seen  from 
the  above  figures.  Peri-natal  mortality  remains  as  a  hard  core  of 
the  general  problem  of  infant  survival  and  presents  a  considerable 
challenge  to  preventive  medicine. 

Neonatal  Cold  Injury 

A  circular  letter  drawing  attention  to  the  clinical  features  of  the 
above  condition,  its  causes  and  prevention  was  distributed  to  general 
practitioners,  domiciliary  mid  wives  and  health  visitors  during  a 
cold  spell  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year. 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  among  South  Shields  mothers  during  the 
year  due  to  or  associated  with  pregnancy. 

The  maternal  death-rate  was  therefore  “  Nil  ”  per  1,000  total 
births  as  compared  with  0.50  in  1956.  The  rate  for  Englaiid  and 
Wales  was  0.47  per  1,000  total  births. 
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Ante-Natai  Clinics 

Three  clinics  are  in  use  as  follows  : — 

Municipal  Clinic,  Stanhope  Parade. 

“  Nook  ”  Assembly  Hall,  Cleadon  and  the 
Community  Centre  Hut,  Steward  Crescent. 


Number  of  sessions  held  during  the  year  .  290 

Women  attending  . 1,876 

New  Cases  .  1,785 

Total  attendances  .  11,651 


Post-Natal  Clinics 

Pp-tients  were  seen  at  the 

Municipal  Clinic,  Stanhope  Parade. 


Number  of  sessions  held  during  the  year  .  45 

Women  attending  (total)  .  115 

New  cases  .  - .  - .  . . .  115 

Total  attendances  .  123 

Child  Welfare  Centres 


Five  morning  and  eight  afternoon  clinics  are  held  each  week.  Two 
of  the  morning  clinics  are  devoted  to  toddlers.  Three  sessions  are 
held  at  the  Municipal  Clinic  and  ten  at  the  branch  clinics,  as  follows  : 

Municipal  Clinic,  Stanhope  Parade— Monday,  Wednesday  and 
Friday  afternoons. 

“  Nook  ”  Hall,  Cleadon  Park — Wednesday  morning  ;  Tuesday 
afternoon. 

West  Hart  on  Methodist  Church  Hall — Tuesday  and  Friday 
mornings. 

Ingham  Street  Hall — Tuesday  morning  and  Thursday  afternoon. 

Hudson  Street  Youth  Club — Tuesday  afternoon. 

Steward  Crescent  Community  Centre  Hut — Wednesday  morn¬ 
ing  and  Friday  afternoon. 

Wenlock  Road  Methodist  Church  Hall — Wednesday  afternoon. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  at  these  Centres  : — 


New  attenders  during  1957  .  1,558 

Total  number  of  attendances  .  26,805 

Number  of  sessions  held .  718 
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Clinic  Accommodation 

(a)  South  West  Area. 

As  was  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  the  steady  growth  of  the 
large  Simonside  and  Whiteleas  estates  has  created  problems  of 
finding  suitable  premises  for  child  welfare  clinics.  The  Wenlock 
Road  clinic  has  had  to  be  continued  and  arrangements  were  made  to 
establish  another  centre  early  in  1958  in  a  Church  Hall  in  Galsworthy 
Road. 

The  new  clinic  building  proposed  for  a  site  in  Boldon  Lane  will  also 
help  to  give  adequate  coverage  for  the  area. 

(b)  Standards  of  Accommodation 

Apart  from  the  Municipal  Clinic,  the  Nook  Hall  and  the  Steward 
Crescent  Hut,  where  the  accommodation  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory, 
the  facilities  at  the  remaining  four  centres  in  the  town  leave  much 
to  be  desired.  These  premises  are  however  leased  for  only  one  or 
two  weekly  sessions  and  without  some  re-organisation,  it  would  be 
uneconomical  to  build  new  centres  to  replace  them  as  child  welfare 
clinics  alone.  The  possibility  of  combining  with  other  health 
services  to  plan  health  centre  schemes  has  of  course  been  studied 
but  negotiations  in  the  past  with  representatives  of  the  local 
general  practitioners  have  been  unsuccessful. 

It  is  said  that  some  mothers  feel  more  at  home  in  the  old  drab 
halls  than  in  a  new  and  modern  clmic  building.  Whether  this  is 
generally  true  or  not  it  is  fortunate  that  we  have  at  least  been  able 
to  establish  clinics  in  the  various  districts  over  the  past  years  and  a 
measure  of  thanks  is  due  to  the  churches  and  other  organisations 
for  their  co-operation  in  making  available  their  premises. 
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Deaths  during  1957  of  Infants  under  one  year  :  Causes  and  Ward  Distribution — continued. 
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of  the  Borough  are  excliuled.  Elsewhere  in  tliis  report  the  Registrar -General  figures  of  births  registered  during 
the  calendar  year  have  been  used  for  the  calcailation  of  birth  rates. 
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Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

Food  is  distributed  from  the  Clinics  as  follows  : — 

Weekly 

Sessions 

Municipal  Clinic,  Stanhope  Parade 

Monday  to  Friday  Mornings  and  afternoons 

Saturday  . Mornings . 11 

Nook  Hall,  Sunderland  Road  . 

Tuesday  Afternoons  .  1 

Community  Centre  Hut,  Steward  Crescent 

Wednesday  . . Mornings . 

Friday  . . .  Afternoons  .  2 

West  Harton  Methodist  Church  Hall,  Boldon  Lane 

Tuesday  .  Mornings 

Friday  . Mornings .  2 

Ingham  Street  Hall 

Thursday  . . Afternoons  .  1 

Youth  Club,  Hudson  Street 

Tuesday  . Afternoons  .  1 

Wenlock  Road  Methodist  Church  Hall 

Wednesday  . Afternoons  .  1 

Total  . 19  sessions 

The  total  amounts  issued  were  : — 


Under  Circular  10/54 

1956  1957 

National  Dried  Milk  (tins)  .  125,207  106,559 

Cod  Liver  Oil  (bottles)  .  13,856  11,967 

Vitamin  A.  &  D.  Tablets  (packets)  .  4,954  4,691 

Orange  Juice  (bottles)  . 84,686  87,367 


The  reduction  in  the  issues  of  Dried  Milk  is  no  doubt  due  to  the 
Government’s  policy  in  increasing  the  charge  to  recipients  from 
lOld.  to  2/4d.  per  tin  as  from  6th  April. 

Under  Local  Health  Authority’s  other 
arrangements 

Virol  (cartons)  . .  3,094  2,909 


Premises 

The  new  accommodation  (an‘  extension  of  the  Municiy)al  Clinic) 
for  the  distribution  and  storage  of  these  foods  was  opened  in  July, 
and  is  proving  very  satisfactory. 


Day  Nurseries 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  ^\'ork  of  the  tw’o  Day  Nurseries, 
Nos.  1  and  29  Beach  Boad,  for  the  past  year.  There  is  accommo¬ 


dation  for -40  children  in  each  nursery. 

1  Beach  29  Beach 
Road  Road 

No.  of  children  on  the  register  at  end  of  1956  45  38 

Admissions  during  1957  : — 

Under  2  years  old  19  30 

2 — 5  vears  old .  21  42 

No.  of  attendances  during  1957  : — 

I  tider  2  years  old  .  2,257  2,149 

2 — 5  years  old .  5,937  5,371 

Average  attendance  per  session  : — 

Under  2  years  old  .  9.0  8.5  • 

2 — 5  years  old .  23.4  21.1 

No.  of  children  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  1957 

Under  2  years  old  10  14 

2 — 5  years  old .  32  27 

4.' 


195  individual  children  from  180  families  made  use  of  the  Day 
Nursei'ies  in  1 957  and  the  admission  of  children  on  the  authority  of 
the  Matron  continues  to  operate  satisfactorily. 

Taken  over  the  whole  year  the  percentage  of  children  whose 
mothers  were  in  full  employment  was  92.5%  and  7.5  %  were  com¬ 
passionate  cases. 

Traming 

The  Day  Nurseries  are  authorised  as  a  training  school  for  the 
Nursery  Nurses’  Certificate.  During  1957  a  total  of  12  student 
nursery  nurses  received  training  and  2  students  were  successful  in 
obtaining  their  certificates. 

Ultra  VioIet“Eay  Treatment 

108  children  made  1,145  attendances.  Conditions  treated  were  : 
Debility  42 

Chest  diseases  25 

Underdevelopment  :  bones  &  muscles  38 
Other  conditions .  3 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Children 

The  scheme  for  the  care  of  illegitimate  children  and  unmarried 
mothers  is  cariied  out  bj^  a  joint  committee  of  the  Council  and  the 
Jarrow  Deaji.  rv  Moral  Welfere  Association.  A  full-time  welfare 
worker  is  emploj^ed  Acith  an  office  in  South  Shields.  Her  duties, 
howcA^er,  also  embrace  the  areas  of  neighbouring  authorities. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 


welfare  worker  for  South  Shields  cases  during  1957  : — 

No.  of  unmarried  mothers  seeking  help  and  advice  .  30 

,,  married  women  with  illegitimate  children  .  12 

,,  widows  with  illegitimate  children .  2 


Routine  Medical  Examination  of  Pre-Schooi  Children 

To  the  parents  of  all  children  on  reaching  their  fourth  birthday,  a 
special  letter  is  sent  offering,  on  a  voluntary  basis,  a  full  medical 
examination  of  the  child.  This  scheme  was  initiated  in  1955,  and 
there  has  been  a  very  satisfactory  response  from  parents.  The 
examination  takes  place  at  special  toddlers’  sessions  held  at  three 
of  the  child  welfare  centres  in  the  town  and  it  is  hoped  to  extend  the 
scheme  to  children  at  their  third  and  second  birthdays. 

The  value  of  this  arrangement  is  that  a  medical  assessment  of  each 
child  can  be  made  prior  to  school  entrj^  and  advice  can  be  given  on 
any  defects,  handicaps  or  other  problems  which  might  have  a  bearing 
on  the  future  education  of  the  child.  Cases  can  also  be  referred  to 
the  general  practitioner  or  hospital  consultant  as  necessary,  and 
any  inoculation  or  vaccination  procedure  can  be  given  in  preparation 
for  school  entry. 


No.  of  Children  No.  of  Children  No.  of  Children 


offered 
exaniination . 

examined. 

referred  to 
hospital  or 
general 
practitioner. 

1955  . 

445 

338 

9 

1956  . 

713 

608 

15 

1957  . 

756 

446 

22 

Dental  Care  of  Nursing  and  Expectant  Mothers  and  Children  under 
School  Age. 

The  aim  of  the  Department  is  to  encourage  as  much  interest  in 
preventive  dentistry  as  possible.  As  opportunity  arises  the  Chief 
Dental  Officer  gives  talks  to  mothers  on  aspects  of  dental  health 
education. 

The  number  of  fillings  for  mothers  is  low,  disappointingly  low. 
Indeed  there  is  a  slight  reduction  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  The  opposite  is  the  case  as  regards  dentures,  there  has  been 
a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  dentures  fitted.  The 
reason  for  this  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  the  mothers  do 
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themselves  seek  treatment  when  dentures  are  involved  ;  this  is 
rarely  the  case  as  regards  conservative  treatment.  It  is  hoped  tint, 
during  the  coming  year,  a  more  systematic  dental  inspection  schc  ne 
for  mothers  wiU  ensure  that  a  higher  proportion  of  cases  are  referred 
for  conservative  treatment. 

As  in  previous  years  the  children  under  school  age  attending  the 
Clinic  do  so  for  the  relief  of  toothache,  few  fillings  have  been  under¬ 
taken. 

The  number  of  children  treated  has  remained  fairlv  constant,  the 

k.- 

number  of  mothers  treated  has  increased. 


DEFTAL  CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSINa  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDBEN  UNDER  SCHOOL  AGB 
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SECTION  23— MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

Intention  to  practise. 

Thirty-six  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  during 
1957.  Of  these,  13  were  in  the  maternity  hospital,  and  23  were 
municipal  domiciliary  midwives.  At  the  end  of  the  year  22  mid¬ 
wives  were  in  the  municipal  service  and  13  in  the  maternity  hospital. 

Suspension  from  practice. 

There  were  no  temporary  suspensions  of  midwives  notified  to  the 
Central  Mid  wives  Board  on  account  of  infectious  conditions. 


Domiciliary  Midwives. 

Attention  was  given  in  1,221  domiciliary  births,  142  more  than  in 
1956.  Of  the  total  births  to  South  Shields  residents  (2,133),  57.2^^ 
occurred  at  home  and  42.8%  in  hospital.  In  1,176  cases  the  services 
of  a  doctor  as  well  as  a  midwife  were  engaged.  In  589  cases  medical 
aid  was  sought  by  the  midwives  under  Section  14(1)  of  the  Mid  wives 
Act,  1951. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  domiciliary 
midwives  during  1957  : — 

I 

Number  of  births  attended  : — 


As  midwives  .  930 

As  nurses  .  291 

Other  cases  (miscarriages,  etc.)  .  12 


In  addition,  912  patients  were  attended  on  their  discharge  from 
hospital  before  the  14th  day. 


The  number  of  visits  paid  were  as  follows  : — 


Morning  visits .  21,348 

Evening  visits .  3,963 

Pre-natal  visits  .  7,660 

Post-natal  visits  .  3,438 

Night  calls  .  ]  ^289 


Total 


37,708 
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Gas  and  Air  Analgesia 

1,001  patients  had  “  gas  and  air  ”  analgesia  administered  by  the 
mid  wives  in  their  confinements.  This  represents  82%  of  home 


deliveries. 

(a)  When  acting  as  a  midwife  .  768 

[h]  When  acting  as  a  maternity  nurse  .  233 


Ail  the  municipal  mid  wives  are  now  qualified  to  administer 
analgesia. 

Notifications  from  Midwives. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  at  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  from  domiciliary  midwives  : — 

Sending  for  medical  aid  .  586  (589  cases,  605  causes). 

Intention  to  practise  .  36 

Artificial  feeding  .  146 

Deaths  :  Mothers  . 

Infants  .  2 

Still  births  .  13 

Source  of  infection  .  12 

Medical  Aid  under  Section  14  (i)  of  the  Midwives’  Act,  1951. 

The  principal  reasons  for  calling  in  medical  aid  were  : — 


(a)  Domiciliary  Cases — 

(1)  Mothers. 

Malpresentations,  delayed  or  prolonged  labour .  88 

Abortion  or  threatened  abortion  .  14 

Haemorrhage  .  61 

Perineal  rupture  .  152 

Increased  pulse  and  temperature .  38 

Toxaemia .  15 

Albuminuria,  oedema,  hypertension  .  26 

Retained  placenta  . r. .  12 

Phlebitis  .  10 

Mastitis  .  26 

Obstetric  shock  . 25 

Foetal  distress  .  22 

Other  causes . .  12 

(2)  Babies. 

Prematurity  .  8 

Feebleness  and  jaundice. .  8 

Discharging  eyes  .  38 

Deformities,  injury  .  9 

Cold  .  6 


20 


Rash  . 

Vomiting  . 

Asphj^xia 
Other  causes 


5 

5 

5 


605 


(6)  Institutional  Cases  avherb  Medical  Aid  was 


Summoned,  Numbered  .  357 

Total  .  962 


Part  II.  Trainmg  School  for  Midwives 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  : — 

In  training  on  1st  January,  1957  .  3 

New  Students  during  1957  .  12 

Still  training  on  31st  December,  1957  .  4 

Number  of  students  who  entered  for  Part  II  of  the 

Board’s  Examination .  16 

Number  of  students  who  passed  examination  .  16 


Six  pupils  completed  training  to  administer  “  gas  and  air  ” 
analgesm. 

The  school  reached  the  first  ten  years  of  its  existence  in  November, 
1957,  and  an  analysis  of  the  number  of  pupils  who  have  received 
training  may  be  of  interest. 

Up  to  June,  1958,  the  total  number  of  pupils  who  had  completed 
training  at  “  Ravenscroft  ”  was  175.  This  figure  excludes  two 
pupils  who  had  discontinued  the  course  before  completion.  Two 
other  pupils  failed  to  obtain  their  qualification  as  midwives  and  the 
school  has  therefore  from  its  inception  in  November,  1947,  up  to 
June,  1958,  provided  173  qualified  midwives. 

From  existing  records  information  was  available  concerning  the 
posts  filled  by  127  of  these  midwives  immediately  after  their 
qualification.  In  all  73  (at  least  42%  of  the  full  total)  took  up 
midwifery  posts,  24  in  maternity  hospitals  and  49  as  domiciliary 
midwives.  26  of  the  latter  took  up  posts  as  domiciliary  midwives 
in  South  Shields,  and  13  of  these  still  remain  on  the  staff. 

Of  the  remaining  54,  18  married,  16  (of  whom  six  ware  students 
from  foreign  countries)  vrent  aliroad,  7  took  up  general  nursing 
posts  in  hospital,  six  proceeded  to  health  visitor  training,  six  became 
district  nurses  and  one  became  a  private  nurse. 
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ANTE-NATAL  CARE. 

(1)  Defects  Found 

The  following  defects  were  found  among  the  mothers  : — 


Dental  caries  .  265 

Respiratory  diseases  .  4 

Varicose  veins .  244 

Oedema  .  133 

Albuminuria  . 16 

Raised  blood  pressure .  67 

Glycosuria  .  15 

Cardiac  disease  .  4 

Anaemia  .  18 


Four  patients  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic. 

(2)  Rhesus  Factor 

718  specimens  of  blood  from  expectant  mothers  and  122  cord 
specimens  from  babies  were  examined  for  Rhesus  Factor.  595 
were  Rhesus  positive  and  123  were  negative.  (Fourteen  mothers 
were  admitted  to  hospital  with  active  anti-bodies).  Five  of  the  cord 
specimens  from  babies  were  positive.  In  addition,  36  specimens 
of  blood  were  taken  from  fathers,  34  of  which  were  positive  and 
2  negative. 

(3)  Wassermann  Tests 

1,136  routine  Wassermann  tests  were  carried  out,  of  which  5  gave 
positive  results.  5  patients  were  referred  to  special  clinics. 

(4)  Maternity  Outfits. 

1,438  complete  outfits  were  distributed  to  expectant  mothers 
from  the  Health  Department  during  1957. 

Refresher  Training 

Post-graduate  training  courses  were  taken  by  two  of  the  midwives 
during  1957. 


SECTION  24.— HEALTH  VISITING. 

At  the  end  of  the  jesiY  1957  there  were 
14  full  time  Health  Visitors. 

1  Student  Health  Visitor. 

The  town  is  divided  into  14  areas  corresponding  approximately 
with  the  wards  and  each  Health  Visitor  is  allocated  to  an  area  or 
district.  In  this  district  she  is  responsible  for  the  usual  range  of 
duties  in  connection  with  the  following  categories  : — 
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A.  Families  where  there  are  young  children  and  school 

children. 

B.  Handicapped  children. 

C.  All  notified  Tuberculosis  cases. 

D.  Elderly  Persons  in  their  own  homes. 

E.  Varied  special  visits. 

As  previously  their  work  continues  to  expand  and  the  pattern  of 
necessitous  or  special  visiting  changes. 

The  physical  health  of  mother  and  children  have  vastly  impro  v^ed 
but  we  are  finding  that  mental  health  is  a  growing  factor  in  our  work. 
Social  problems  including  marital  difficulties,  etc.,  have  increased 
and  many  cases  call  for  urgent  action  because  of  the  security  or 
insecurity  of  the  children.  It  is  our  aim  to  keep  families  together 
if  at  all  possible  and  avoid  the  break-up  which  might  happen  to  the 
detriment  of  all  concerned. 

Hearing  Test  Clinics 

Two  Health  Visitors  were  sent  to  Manchester  Universitv  for  a 
three  day  course  on  Hearing  Testing  for  Young  Children  and  the 
following  report  on  the  subsequent  developments  may  be  of  interest. 

“We  commenced  a  Hearing  Test  Clinic  in  South  Shields  on  1st 
April,  1957.  Miss  Ingoe  and  Miss  Jopling  at  first  conducted  a 
weeklv  session  and  later  it  was  decided  to  hold  a  session  everv  four 

K.' 

weeks  which  we  find  is  adequate  for  the  numbers  of  children  coming 
to  the  Clinic.  The  tests  are  carried  out  in  a  quiet  room  Avith  two 
Health  Visitors  in  attendance.  The  child  is  held  on  the  mother’s 
knee  and  toys,  books,  etc.,  are  used  to  hold  the  child’s  attention 
whilst  the  second  Health  Visitor  stands  behind  the  child.  The 
hearing  is  tested  Avith  sounds  representing  different  tone  levels, 
e.g.  articles  used  include  simple  toys,  rattles,  cup  and  spoon,  bottle 
of  Avater,  tissue  paper,  etc. 

From  April,  1957,  to  December  1957,  66  children  A\nre  examined 
and  8  children  Avere  re-examined.  Three  children  Avere  referred  to 
specialists  as  folio avs  : — 

1.  Referred  by  Dr.  Walmsley  to  Mr.  Munro  Black.  Child  to 
be  admitted  to  a  residential  school  for  deaf  children. 

2.  Referred  to  OAvn  doctor  who  sent  child  to  Mr.  Munro  Black  for 
treatment. 

3.  Referred  to  Dr.  Wattie  for  Mental  Testing. 

The  children  tested  Avere  all  between  the  ages  of  seAnn  months  and 
two  years. 

The  parents  of  all  premature  babies  are  invdted  to  attend  to  have 
their  babies  tested  as  routine.  Also  children  who  have  any  history 
of  deafness  in  the  family  and  in  cases  where  the  child  has  had  an 
infectious  disease  or  ear  trouble. 
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The  object  of  this  clinic  is  routine  testing  of  children  between 
ages  of  seven  months  and  two  years  ;  the  Health  Visitors  do  not 
diagnose  deafness.  But  by  this  method  it  is  hoped  to  find  at  an 
early  age  if  any  child  needs  specialised  advice  and  treatment. 

This  year  out  of  66  children  examined  three  were  found  to  need 
specialised  care.  I  think  it  could  be  said  that  the  clinic  has  justified 
itself 

Health  Education. 

Health  Education  to  individual  mothers  is  still  carried  out  in  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  since  group  teaching  is  not  so  easily 
arranged  at  these  clinics,  it  was  decided  to  run  a  Mothers’  Health 
Club  to  be  held  in  the  evenings  when  the  fathers  could  look  after  the 
children  and  the  mothers  would  be  free  to  come  along. 

At  present  a  session  is  held  every  two  weeks  on  Tuesday  evenings 
from  7.30  to  9.30  p.m.  Up-to-date  there  are  92  members  and  the 
mothers  are  really  interested  in  the  venture.  The  Club  has  had 
film,  talks,  discussion  groups,  etc.  Each  evening  is  planned  to 
give  some  fresh  aspect  on  Health  Education — so  far  we  have  dealt 
with  : — 

Polio  Immunisation  (Film — Dr.  Leitch). 

Dental  Care  (Mr.  Walton) 

Breast  feeding .  (Health  Visitors) 

Diets  (Health  Visitors) 

Civil  Defence  (W.V.S.) 

The  Club  only  began  in  November,  1957,  but  is  now  a  well 
established  feature  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services, 
although  it  should  be  noted  that  the  Club  is  self  organised  having 
its  own  office-bearers  and  Committee  who  co-operate  closely  with 
the  Health  Visiting  Staff. 

Co-operation  and  Liaison  with  the  Chest  Clinic. 

During  1957,  a  School  Nurse  was  allocated  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Clinic  for  two  sessions  per  week  to  assist  in  clinics  dealing  with 
B.C.G.  vaccination  of  contacts. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

The  Health  Visitors  have  continued  to  give  short  health  talks 
to  groups  of  mothers  with  the  aid  of  flannelgraphs,  posters,  Black¬ 
board,  etc. 

Talks  and  propaganda  by  Health  Visitors  on  vaccination  have 
resulted  in  an  increase  of  numbers  of  children  vaccinated. 
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During  1957  the  Health  Visitors  paid  the  following  visits  to  homes  : 


Expectant  mothers  :  1st  Visits  .  523 

,  Subsequent  visits  .  48 

Post-natal  mothers  . . . . . .  13 

Children  upder  1 , year  of  age  :  1st  visits  .  2,129 

■  ’  ,  ,  Subsequent  visits  .  10,695 

Children  aged  1  and  2  years  :  Ausits  .  4,763 

Children  aged  2  to  5  years  :  visits  . 13,706 

Visits  re  still  births  .  59 

,,  infant  deaths  .  5i 

y,  adopted  children  .  8 

,,  doniestip  helps .  10 

„  tuberculosis .  2,583 

„  other  infectious  diseases .  4,177 

X 

„  admission  to  hospitals  .  863 

,,  B.C.G.  vaccination .  88 

,,  Problem  families .  26 

„  influenza  outbreak .  48 
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SECTION  25— HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

This  service  is  carried  out  on  behalf  of  the  Corporation  by  the 
South  Shields  and  District  Nursing  Association.  It  hafe  a  separate 
administration  and  is  not  under  the  control  df  the  Dep^rtinent.''  ’ 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Association,  the 
figures  being  kindly  supplied*  by  the  Superintendent  —  ’ 


.  ,  •  t  )  ■!  I  j  /  ^  .  jf  '  .  ■  ‘  t  I.  i  . 

Cases  on  books  at  1st  January,  1957  . ,, . .  322 

New  cases —  Medical  ‘ .  i,008 

Surgical  .  145 

Infectious  diseases  .  1 

Tuberculosis  .  47 

Maternal  complications  . 25 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat .  77 

Carcinoma  .  123 

Pneumonia  .  99 

Diabetes .  16 

Cerebral  conditions  . 59 

-  1,600 

Visits  paid  by  nurses  .  50,389 

Patients  over  65  years  of  age  .  733 

Children  under  5  years  of  age  .  78 

Patients  w'ho  had  more  than  24  visits  during  the 

year  .  993 

Patients  receiving  penicillin  injections  .  330 

Patients  receiving  streptomycin  injections  .  123 

Cases  remaining  on  books  at  31st  December,  1957  342 


One  of  the  present  functions  of  the  Home  Nursing  Service  is  to 
relieve  pressure  on  the  hospitals.  Whilst  there  is  no  definite 
evidence  of  the  extent  to  which  the  service  is  thus  being  used,  many 
patients  are  in  fact  discharged  from  the  hospitals  at  an  early  stage 
in  any  case  owing  to  the  demand  for  beds.  Some  time  ago  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  drew  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Advisory 
Committee  of  the  local  hospital  group  to  the  possibilities  of  using 
the  home  nursing  service  to  this  end. 
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It  is  of  interest,  however  to  note  that  in  1957,  of  1,600  new  patients 
6.6%  (106)  were  referred  by  hospitals  directly.  Certain  other 
patients  discharged  from  hospital  are  also  referred  to  the  service 
through  the  family  doctor. 

It  is  also  difficult  to  say  how  far  the  care  given  by  home  nurses 
is  actually  rendering  hospital  treatment  unnecessary  although  during 
the  year  complete  courses  of  streptomycin  were  administered  by 
the  nurses  to  123  patients  in  their  own  homes  and  courses  of 
penicillin  were  given  to  330  patients. 


A  • 
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SECTION  26— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox 


Of  the  1,895  births  occurring  in  1956,  and  surviving  on  31st 
December,  1956 — 585  infants  (30.9%)  were  successfully  vaccinated 
by  the  31st  December,  1957. 

Of  children  surviving  at  12  months  of  age  : — 


From  5th  July,  1948  to  1949 
From  1950  to  end  of  1956 


successfully 
vaccinated 

successfully 
vaccinated 

successfully 
vaccinated. 

successfully 
vaccinated. 

24.3%  were  successfully 
vaccinated. 


From  1920  to  1929  43.1%  were 

From  1930  to  1939  . 38.8%  were 

From  1940  to  1948  (4th  July)  41  .4%  were 

10.0%  were 


During  1957 — 998  vaccinations  ^389  by  private  practitioners 
and  609  by  our  medical  officers)  230  re-vaccinations  (208  by 
private  practitioners  and  22  by  our  medical  officers)  were  carried 
out. 


The  folloAving  figures  show  the  numbers  of  successful  vaccinations 
or  re- vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  past  seven  years  : — 


Vaccinations.. 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Under  1  year  old 

351 

354 

444 

592 

525 

567 

819 

One  year  old 

25 

14 

18 

27 

23 

18 

25 

2  to  4  years  . 

44 

32 

33 

18 

25 

14 

34 

5  to  14  years 

45 

39 

29 

23 

27 

27 

33 

Over  15  years  . 

95 

111 

108 

61 

59 

72 

87 

Total  Vaccinations  560 

550 

632 

721 

659 

698 

998 
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Re- Vaccinations.  J 

[951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

t '  t 

1955 

1956 

1957 

2  to  4  3^ears  . 

1 

8 

1 

_  7 

.J i 

_  7 

9 

12 

5  to  14  years  . 

11 

19 

9 

26 

21 

10 

30 

Over  15  years  . 

166 

147 

190 

136 

123 

162 

188 

Total  Re-vaccinations 

178 

166 

207 

169 

151 

181 

230 

It  is  estimated  that  not  more  than  5".  6%  of  the  total  population 
have  been  vaccinated  during  the  past  7  years.  As  South  Shields 
is  a  sea  port  visited  by  all  nationalities,  the  gravity  of  the  position 
is  apparent. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

■  f  I  i 

1,573  children  were  immunised  during  1957,  of  these  1,240  were 
immunised  by  medical  officers  of  the  Health  Department. 

■  (!) 

In  addition,  934  children  had  reinforcing  treatment  (818i  by 
medical  officers  of  the  Health  Department).  It  was  estimated 
that  at  the  end  of  1957,  88.0%  of  the  school  children  in  the  Borough 
and  60.3%  of  children  under  5  years  of  age,  had  been  immunised. 

For  some  time  it  has  been  agreed  that,  because  individual  im¬ 
munity  tends  to  wane  with  the  passage  of  time,  an  assessment  of 
the  extent  to  which  a  local  population  has  been  protected  must  take 
into  account  the  proportion  of  children  who  have  had  a  course  of 
immunisation  within  the  last  five  yearg.  These  figures  are  given 
under  para.  A,  of  the  following  table.  Para.  D,  gives  the  resultant 
in,dex,  which  is  the  percentage  of  children  immunised  during  the 
past  5  years.  This  is  still  far  from  satisfactory  and  parents  are 
urged  in  the  interests  of  their  children  to  ensure  that  immunisation 
and  later  re-inforcing  immunisation  is  carried  out. 


{ 
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I.  Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population. 

Niunber  of  children  at  31st  December,  1957,  who  have  completed  a 
course  of  Immunisation  at  any  time  betAveen  1st  January,  1943  and 
31st  December,  1957. 


Age  on  31.12.1957 
{i.e.  bom  in  year) 

Under  1 
1957 

1 

1—4 

1953—1956 

5 _ .9 

1948—1952 

10—14 

1943—1947 

Under  15 
Total 

A — ^Number  of  chil¬ 
dren  whose  last 
course  (primary  or 
booster)  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  the  period 
1953—1957.  . . 

493 

5,352 

6,496 

3,724 

.  16,065 

B — Number  of  chil¬ 
dren  whose  last 
course  (primary  or 
booster)  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  the  period 
1952  or  earlier  .... 

1,138 

4,394 

5,532 

C — -Estimated  mid¬ 
year  child  popula¬ 
tion  . 

2,030 

7,670 

- y - - - ' 

17,900 

27,600 

D- — Immunity  In¬ 
dex  100  A/C  "  .  .  .  . 

24.3 

69.8 

57.1 

58.2 
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The  following  table  shows  the  annual  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria 

in  England  ayid  Wales  since 

the  National  Immunisation  Campaign 

was  launched  in  1940,  and  the  number  of  deaths  : — , 

Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

1940 

36,281 

2,480 

1941 

50,797 

2,641 

1 942 

41,404 

1,827 

1943 

34,662 

1,371 

1944 

23,199 

934 

1945 

18,596 

722 

1946 

11,986 

472 

1947 

5,609 

244 

1948 

3,575 

156 

1 949 

1 ,890 

84 

1950 

962 

49 

1951 

664 

33 

1952 

376 

32 

i 

1953 

266 

23 

i 

1954 

173 

9 

1955 

155 

13 

1956 

53 

8 

1957 

*40 

*6 

^Provisional  fig 

ures. 

The  following  table  shows  the  annual  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria 

in  South  Shields  and  the  number  of  deaths  and  children  immunised 

since  the  campaign  began  here  in  1938  : — 

Children 

{under  15) 

Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

Immunised 

1938 

598 

61 

4,649 

1939 

493 

44 

11,441 

1940 

187 

25 

12,882 

1941 

183 

25 

13.226 

1942 

201 

17 

15,998 

1943 

234 

18 

17,140 

1944 

178 

.  8 

17,651 

1945 

125 

7 

17,881 

1946 

77 

9 

JmJ 

17.527 

1947 

60 

9 

17,647 

1948 

50 

9 

18,070 

1949 

20 

9 

18,947 

1950 

5 

1 

19,357 

1951 

3 

None 

20,000 

1952 

None 

None 

20,143 

1953 

None 

None 

20,450 

1954 

None 

None 

20,740 

1 955 

None 

None 

21,116 

1956 

None 

None 

21,266 

1957 

None 

None 

21,597 

None  of  the  patients  who  died  from  diphtheria  had  been  immunised. 
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Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

1,390  children  were  immunised  against  whooping  cough  during 
the  year  ;  1,386  combined  with  diphtheria  prophylactic  and  4 

whooping  cough  vaccine  alone. 


The  ages  of  the  children  were 

Co7)ibi7ied 
Whooping 
Cough  and 

as  follows  : — 

Whooping 

Cough 

Age 

Diphtheria 

only 

Total 

0+ 

476 

476 

1  + 

767 

767 

2  + 

70 

1 

71 

3  + 

19 

2 

21 

4  + 

19 

1 

20 

5-f- 

14 

14 

6  + 

9 

9 

7  + 

9 

2 

8  + 

4 

4 

9  + 

4 

4 

10  + 

1 

1 

11  + 

12  + 

13  + 

14  + 

1 

..... 

1 

Totals  . 

1,386 

4 

1,390 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

Circulars  6/57  and  16/57  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  extended  the 
age  groups  of  children  who  could  be  registered  for  vaccination  to 
those  born  from  1943  to  1957  (and  who  had  reached  the  age  of 
6  months)  and  to  Expectant  Mothers,  general  medical  practitioners 
and  their  families  and  to  local  authority  ambulance  staffs  and  their 
families  with  the  promise  of  increased  British  supplies  supplemented 
by  Salk  vaccine  of  either  Canadian  or  U.S.A.  manufacturers. 

By  the  end  of  December,  17,892  applicants  were  awaiting 
vaccination  and  the  following  vaccinations  had  been  completed 
with  two  injections  : — 
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Year  of  Birth 

Applicants 

awaiting 

Vaccination 

31/12/57 

i 

.Hi' 

Vaccinated 

1956 

i  '  !  i 

Vaccinated 

1957 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1943 

944 

1944 

1,207 

1945 

1,164 

1946 

1,379 

14 

13 

1947 

1,960 

5 

1 

27 

33 

1948 

1,735 

5 

7 

34 

29 

1949 

1,647 

3 

4 

25 

35 

1950 

1,669 

2 

4 

45 

29 

1951 

1,555 

5 

3 

34 

28 

1952 

1,162 

9 

6 

26 

27 

1953 

941 

5 

13 

29 

44 

1954 

876 

7 

4 

16 

23 

1955 

667 

5 

3 

1956 

646 

1 

1957 

183 

Expectant  mothers  . 

115 

Medical  practitioners 

and  families  . 

12 

4 

4 

Ambulance  Staff  and 

families  . . . 

30 

Total  . 

17,892 

1 

41 

42 

259 

269 
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SECTION  27— AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

-  >  •  , 

The  following  4s  a  statement  of  the  work  of  the  Ambulance 


Ser  vice  during  1957  : —  *  • 

'  By  '  By  sitting 

(1)  Patients  -  >  '  Ambulance  Case  Cars 

Removals  to  or  from  addresses  in  South 

Shields  . . ;..;v . A.-’- . A . 30,472  401 

Removals  to  or  from  addresses  outside 

South  Shields  .  4,213  245 


Total  patients  .  34,685  646 


(2)  Journeys 

Journeys  with  patients  in  South  Shields  8,798  150 

Journeys  with  patients  outside  South 

Shields  .  1,914  153 

Accidents  and  Emergencies  .  1,593 

Infectious  Disease  cases  .  256 

Mid  wives  \vith  Analgesia  Apparatus  .  2  212  10» 

Other  journeys .  164  7 


Total  journeys  .  14,937  320 


(3)  Mileage 

Mileage  in  South  Shields  .  97,390  2,870 

Mileage  outside  South  Shields  .  57,813  5,724 


Total  mileage  .  155,203  8,594 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  v/ere  in  service  10  ambulances  and 
1  car.  There  were  25  clrh^er- attendants,  one  ambulance  super¬ 
intendent  and  one  telephone  operator. 

(4)  Costs. 

-The  cost  of  the  service  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1957,  was 
£29,623.  Three  shillings  and  seven  pence  per  vehicle  mile.  Corres¬ 
ponding  figures  for  previous  year  were  £23,501  and  two  shillings  and 
nine  pence  per  vehicle  mile.  . 

In  1957  each  journey  averaged  10.7  miles  and  2.3  patients  were 
carried  as  compared  with  11.6  miles  and  2.5  patients  for  1956. 
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Accommodation 

Since  the  inception  of  the  service,  the  ambulance  headquarters 
have  consisted  of  rooms  in  the  basement  of  Westoe  Hall  and  some 
adjacent  outbuildings.  Following  the  transfer  of  the  Education 
Department  to  Westoe  Hall  in  August,  1953,  the  need  for  new  accom¬ 
modation  for  the  ambulance  service  became  more  imperative.  In 
latter  years  as  the  number  of  vehicles  has  increased  and  the  in¬ 
adequacy  of  accommodation  and  facilities  has  become  more  apparent 
the  matter  is  now  urgent.  As  a  result  further  consideration  was 
given  to  the  provision  of  a  new  ambulance  station,  and  plans  were 
submitted  for  Ministry  approval  during  the  year. 


Long  distance  transport  of  patients 

An  increasing  demand  is  being  made  upon  the  ambulance  service 
for  the  long  distance  transport  of  patients.  In  the  interests  of  the 
comfort  of  patients,  arrangements  are  made  when  possible  to  forward 
the  patient  by  main  line  train,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  ambu¬ 
lance  services  in  other  areas  to  have  the  patient  conveyed  from  home 
to  train,  and  on  arrival  at  destination,  from  train  to  hospital  or 
private  address.  In  1957,  23  patients  were  sent  by  ambulance /rail 
service  on  long  distance  journeys.  These  patients  were  (a)  visitors 
to  South  Shields  who  had  taken  ill  while  on  holiday  and  were 
returning  home  ;  (b)  South  Shields  patients  travelling  to  distant 
hospitals  ;  (c)  elderly  patients,  sometimes  living  alone,  who  were 
going  to  stay  with  relatives  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

In  each  case,  the  British  Railways  Passenger  Department  was 
very  helpful  in  reserving  train  accommodation  not  only  from  New¬ 
castle,  but  also,  where  patients  had  to  change  trains,  from  other 
centres.  Ambulance  services  in  other  areas  co-operated  fully  in 
ensuring  the  minimum  delay  and  discomfort  to  the  patient  ;  and 
this  method  of  transport  was  much  quicker  and  cheaper  than  sending 
the  patient  by  road  all  the  way.  Escorts  were  provided  when 
necessary,  and  blankets,  hot  water  bottles,  etc.,  were  supplied  for 
the  patient’s  comfort. 

Patients  are  also  sent  regularly  from  local  hospitals  to  convalescent 
homes  in  JSilloth  and  Ilkley  by  this  road-rail  method. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE  —  1950  to  1957 
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SECTION  28.— PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND 

AFTOR-CARE 

Recuperative  Holidays  .  |  t 

Recuperative-  holidays  in  approved  convalescent  homes  are 
arranged  for  invalids  by  the  Local  Authority  for  persons  vho  are 
recommended  by  their  own  medical  practitioners  for  this  form  of 
care,  and  .who  are  unable  otherwise  jto  obtain  such  treatment. 
Durmg  the  year  1957,  82  persons  made  applications  and  were  dealt 
w  ith  as  follows  :• —  j  t 

Forty-one  were  admitted  to  Procter  Memorial  Home,  Shotley 
Bridge  (22  for  two  weeks,  7  for  three  weeks,  and  7  for  four  w  eeks. 
Four  patients  stayed  L  week  and  one  stayed  only  two  days). 

Eight  patients  were  admitted  to  Richardson  Convalescent  Home, 
Barnard  Castle,  for  2  w^eeks. 

Fourteen  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Rose  Joicey  Home, 
(AVhitburn,  for  2  weeks. 

One  ■  patient,  blind  and  debilitated  was  admitted  to  La  Sagesse 
Home,,  Blackpool,  for  2  weeks. 

Eighteen*  cases  withdrew  their  applications. 

Of  the  64  patients  w  ho  w  ent  on  holiday  under  the  scheme,  13  were 
males  and  51  females,  their  ages  ranging  from  2  months  to  75  years. 
The  reasons  for  recuperative  holidays  were;  > bronchitis  12; 
neurasthenia  7  post-operation  9  ;  domestic  stress  4  ;  rheumatism 
5  ;  heart  disease  3 ;  anaemia  1 ;  asthma  1 ;  peptic  ulcer  2  ;  and 
debility  20.  l 

The  cost  of  the  service  was  £431  Os.  Od.,  and  the  sum  of  £46  Os.  6d. 
was  assessed  as  recoverable  from  patients. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  this  service  since  its  inception  in 

1951.  .  ! 

195L.  16  cases  made  application  ;  12  accommodated  ;  Cost  of 

service  £70.  Amount  recoverable  £20  3s.  6d. 

1952.  1  case  made^  application  ;  1  accommodated  :  Cost  of 

service  £10.  Amount  recoverable  16s.  8d. 

1953.  4  cases  made  application  ;  1  accommodated  ;  Cost  of 

service  £5.  Amount  recoverable  10s.  8d. 

1954.  33  cases  made  application  ;  26  accommodated  :  Cost  of 

service  £151  11s.  6d.  Amount  recoverable  £31  6s.  4d. 

1955.  67  cases  made  application  ;  57  accommodated  :  Cost  of 

service  £317  17s.  6d.-  Amount  recoverable  £56  12s.  Od. 

1956.  68  cases  made  application  ;  56  accommodated  :  Cost  of 

service  £416  10s.  Od.  Amount  recoverable  £60  5s.  Od. 

1957.  82  cases  made  application  ;  64  accommodated  ;  Cost  of 

service  £431  Amount  recoverable  £46  Os.  6d. 


77 


Sick  Room  Requisites 

869  articles  Avere  lent  during  the  year,  as  folloA^^s 


Bed  Pans  . 158 

Air  Cushions .  194 

Invalid  phairs . . 15 

Rubber  Sheets  .  185 

Bed  rests  .  113 

Crutches* (pairs)  .  ’3 

Urinals  . .  96 

Air  Beds  .  2  • 

Dunlop  mattresses  .  19 

Leg  Cages  .  17 

Rubber  Bed  Pans  .  43 

Spinal  carriage  .  3 

Commodes  .  18 

Tripod  sticks  .  3 


Total  . .  869 


-  tf 


During  the  year,  following  the  completion  of  new  accommodation 
for  the  Welfare  Foods  Service,  the  room  formerly  used  by  that 
serAuce  AAas  taken  oA^^er  for  sick  room  requisites.  Much  improved 
facilities  are  noAv  a  Available  for  the  storage  gnd  is.^ue  of  these  articles. 


Sick  room  requisites  are  also  issued  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  (Nursing  Division)  from  their  Headquarters  in  Westoe 
Village. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Clinic  Accommodation 

In  July,  1957,  the  building  of  an  extension  to  the  south  end  of  the 
municipal  clinic  by  the  authority  was  completed.  The  rooms  on  the 
first  floor  give  much  needed  extra  accommodation  to  the  Chest 
Clinic  in  the  way  of  records  room,  nurses’  room  and  social  workers’ 
room. 

The  ground  floor  accommodation  is  occupied  by  the  welfare  foods 
service  of  the  Health  Department  (see  page  53). 

Incidence  of  Tuberculosis 

No.  of  South  Shields  residents  on  the  tuberculosis 

notification  register  on  1st  January,  1957  .  1,220 

Cases  notified  during  1957  168 

Non-notified  fatal  cases . . . 2 

Notified  posthumously  .  1 

Cases  re-admitted  to  register .  12 

“  Inward  ”  Transfers .  21 


1,424 


Cases  removed  from  register  : — 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  or  other  causes  .  37 

Left  the  town  .  26 

Two  years  untraced  . 3 

Three  years  free  (non-respiratory)  .  10 

Five  years  free  (respiratory) .  1 57 

Wrong  diagnosis  or  Notification  withdrawn  .  6 

Not  requiring  further  assistance  . 

239 

Number  of  cases  on  register  at  end  of  1957 .  1,185 

Males  Females  Total 

Respiratory  .  616  468  1,084 

Non-respiratory  .  55  46  101 


671  514  1,185 
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There  was  a  decrease  of  35  cases  on  the  register  on  the  31st 
December  as  compared  with  the  1st  January,  1957. 

Of  the  168  cases  notified  there  were  : — 

Males  Females  Total 

Respiratory  .  90  68  158 

Non-respiratory  .  6  4  10 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  ‘‘  new  cases  ”  (including 
the  3  un-notified)  classified  according  to  age. 


Non- 


Age  Group 


Under  1  year 

1  -y years  . 

2 —  4  years  . 
5 —  9  years 
10 — ^14  years 
15 — 19  years 
20 — 24  years 
25 — 34  years  .. 
35 — 44  years  .. 
45 — 54  years 
55 — 64  years 
65 — 74  years 
75 -f-  years  . 


Total 


I 


Respiratory 


respiratory 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

5 

1 

4 

4 

2 

1 

6 

10 

•  •  •  •  * 

1 

5 

15 

14 

10 

1 

14 

8 

2 

17 

6 

. 

18 

5 

7 

1 

2 

2 

. 

92 

69 

6 

4 

These  figures  include  9  Arabs  ;  8  of  whom  were  respiratory 


cases  : — 

Males,  age  29,  34,  35,  44,  57  and  64 .  6 

Females,  age  21  and  26 .  2 

One  non-respiratory  case,  male,  age  37  .  1 


9 
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The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  or  ascertained  during 
each  of  tlie  past  ten  years  is  as  foliows  : — 


1948 

1949 

1950| 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Notified  : — • 

1 

i 

Respiratory 

195 

188 

166 

206 

232 

237 

176 

178 

148 

158 

Non-rospiratory 

45 

36 

35 

36 

24 

23 

20 

15 

10 

10 

Not  Notified  :  : — • 

i 

1 

1 

Respiratory 

8 

10 

f 

4 

4 

3 

2' 

O 

2 

3 

Noii-respiratoi’}.'  . 

2 

2 

11 

1 

1 

1 

.... 

1 

Total  . 

250 

236 

203| 

247 

260 

264 

199, 

195 

161 

171 

Notification  rate 

2.34 

2.18 

1.86' 

2.31 

2.43 

2.46 

1.85 

1.81 

1.49 

1.58 

Cases  per  100  deaths 

309 

207 

303 

588  406 

] 

754 

524 

813 

805 

900 

During  1957,  171  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  or 
otherwise  ascertained  in  the  County  Borough,  10  more  than  in  1956. 
Of  these,  161  were  respiratory  and  10  in  which  the  disease  affected 
organs  other  than  the  lungs.  The  notification  rate  Avas  1.58  per 
1,000  of  the  population  (1.49  respiratory  and  0.09  non-respiratory). 

A  com])arison  •  of  the  notification  rates  for  the  neighbouring 
authorities  is  as  folloAvs  : — 


SoMh  /Shields  . 

Gateshead  C.B . 

^yunderland  C.B . 

McAvcastle  upon  Tyne 

Tynemouth  C.B . 

Durham  County  . 

X orthu  m berland  County 


1 .58  per  i  ,(‘(>0 
1.28 
0.95 
1.26 
1.12 
0.76 


9.68 
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Age  and  Sex  of  Cases  on  Notification  Register 
as  on  31st  December,  1957. 


Age 

Groups 

MALES 

FEMALES 

Total 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

0-  4  years 

9 

2 

4 

1 

16 

5-  9  years 

22 

9 

22 

4 

57 

10-14  years 

28 

9 

32 

5 

74 

15-19  years 

42 

8 

53 

6 

109 

20-24  years 

60 

3 

78 

4 

145 

25-29  years 

54 

4 

76 

4 

138 

30-34  years 

60 

4 

69 

7 

140 

35-39  years 

68 

3 

50 

4 

125 

40-44  years 

49 

4 

26 

o 

81 

45-49  years 

55 

2 

23 

o 

82 

50-54  years 

57 

3 

14 

1 

75 

55-59  years 

46 

2 

8 

1 

57 

60-64  years 

34 

1 

7 

1 

43 

65-69  years 

23 

1 

4 

3 

31 

70-74  years 

5 

.  . 

2 

1 

8 

75-79  years 

3 

.  - 

.  . 

3 

80-84  years 

1 

•  • 

1 

Totals  .... 

616 

55 

468 

46 

1,185 

Mortality 

Tuberculosis  caused  19  deaths  during  1957  :  18  respiratory  and 
1  non-respiratory.  This  represents  a  death  rate  of  0.18  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  compared  with  0.19  for  1956. 

The  death  rate  in  South  Shields  from  tuberculosis  during  the 
past  ten  years  was  as  follows  : — 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Respiratory  . 

0.68 

0.98 

0.55 

0.35 

0.59 

0.30 

0.32 

0.20 

0.17 

Non-respiratory  . 

0.07 

0.07 

0.06 

0.04 

0.01 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

The  following  table  sets  out  a  comparison  of  the  death  rates  of 
neighbouring  authorities,  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  : — 


England  and  Wales .  0.11 

South  Shields  C.B .  0.18 

Gateshead  C.B .  0.18 

Sunderland  C.B .  0.10 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne  .  0.13 

Tynemouth  C.B .  0.11 


Durham  County  .  0.14 

Northumberland  County  .  0.07 
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Contacts  examined  at  Chest  Clinic 

No.  of  contacts  examined  .  602 

No.  tuberculin  tested .  275 

Results  — positive  .  59 

,,  — negative .  216 

-  275 

No.  vaccinated  with  B.C.G .  138 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

The  scheme  for  the  vaccination  of  contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
by  the  Chest  Physician  commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  1951,  and 
that  for  the  vaccination  of  “  13  year  olds  ”  by  the  medical  staff  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  commenced  in  the  early  part  of  1954, 
since  when  a  total  of  3,729  children  have  been  vaccinated  with 
Bacillus  Calmette — Guerin  vaccine  as  follows  : — 


B.C.G.  Vaccinations  in  South  Shields 


Year  of 

Birth 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Total 

1957 

57 

57 

1956 

82 

16 

98 

1955 

61 

9 

8 

78 

1 954 

71 

15 

r-f 

/ 

r-' 

o 

98 

1953 

43 

16 

10 

4 

6 

79 

1952 

23 

15 

11 

6 

4 

8 

67 

1951 

3 

13 

7 

7 

5 

3 

7 

45 

1 950 

2 

17 

2 

9 

3 

9 

4 

46 

1 949 

1 

11 

6 

4 

8 

4 

3 

37 

1948 

18 

2 

4 

5 

3 

6 

38 

1947 

1 

11 

1 

.  1 

9 

5 

7 

35 

1946 

6 

4 

3 

2 

4 

2] 

1945 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

4 

15 

1 944 

6 

3 

8 

*864 

881 

1943 

1 

r- 

/ 

*801 

811 

1942 

2 

1 

1 

*651 

1 

656 

1941 

3 

*647 

1 

651 

1940 

2 

1 

4 

i 

1939 

1 

. 

1 

1938 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Earlier . 

1 

3 

. 

1 

. 

5 

Total  . 

12 

113 

89 

777 

793 

946 

999 

3,729 

♦Vaccinated  by  Staff  of  Public  Health  Department  under 
Circular  22/53. 
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Mass  Radiography 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  J.  Reginald  Beal,  Medical  Director  of  Mass 
Radiography  Unit  No.  2  for  the  following  details  : — 

The  unit  operated  in  South  Shields  for  six  weeks  during  1957, 

5,824  miniature  films  were  taken,  the  weekly  average  being 
971  examinees. 

The  number  of  active  cases  of  tuberculosis  found  was  23 
equivalent  to  a  percentage  of  0.49. 

Special  Housing  Scheme 

200  houses  have  been  allocated  to  overcrowded  tuberculous 
families  in  the  past,  13  of  which  were  allocated  this  year.  The 
present  state  of  these  families  is  as  follows  : — 26  of  the  cases  have 
died,  64  have  been  5  or  more  years  free  (disease  arrested),  5  left  the 
towTL,  8  moved  out  of  council  houses  and  97  still  remain  as  active 
cases.  Many  other  families  in  which  there  is  a  case  of  tuberculosis 
have  qualified  under  the  Council’s  ‘‘  points  ”  scheme  which  allows 
extra  6  or  10  points  in  certain  cases  upon  special  certificate  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  in  all,  there  are  612  families  in 
which  662  patients  are  suffering  from  the  disease  living  in  houses 
on  the  Council’s  housing  estates. 

Resettlement 

With  the  increasing  number  of  tuberculous  patients  now  con¬ 
sidered  fit  for  work,  it  has  been  found  easier,  and  also  quicker  for 
the  patients,  to  refer  them  at  once  to  the  Disablement  Resettlement 
Officer  instead  of  collecting  them  for  special  sessions. 

Dietary  Supplements 

Twelve  patients  were  supplied  with  one  pint  of  milk  daily,  amount¬ 
ing  in  all  to  420  gallons. 

Almoner’s  Report. 

The  functions  of  an  Almoner  should  be  two -fold.  Firstly  there 
is  an  mvestigation  in  which  the  patients’  social  and  personal 
background  is  studied  :  secondly  there  is  the  social  treatment  which 
may  consist  of  explanatory  or  supportive  assistance  or  of  material 
help.  The  constant  aim  is  to  help  the  patient  to  adjust  himself  to 
his  disability  and  re-establish  himself  in  normal  society. 

The  following  statistics  illustrate  the  scope  of  the  Almoner’s 
work  in  1957  : 


Chest  Clinic  cases 


259 

50 


Health  Department  cases 


Total  number  of  cases 


309 
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Number  of  homes  visited  on  at  least  one  occasion — 22. 

Almoner’s  Co-operation  with  Statutory  Agencies 

Ca.^e& 

National  Assistance  Board  .  78 

Ministry  of  Labour  .  29 

Other  Almoners  .  6 

Ministry  of  National  Insurance .  5 

Probation  Officers  .  5 

Children’s  Department  .  4 

Welfare  Department  .  4 

National  Health  Service  Departments .  4 

Ministry  of  Pensions  .  t 

Ministry  of  Health  .  2 

Education  Department  .  2 

Mental  Health  Department  .  1 

Magistrates  Clerk’s  Department  .  1 

Voluntary  Organisations  Used. 

Case^.. 

Women’s  Voluntary  Service .  12 

Northumberland  and  T3nieside  Council  of  Social  Service  6 

Soldiers’,  Sailors’  and  Airmen’s  Families  Association .  6 

Seamen’s  Mission .  2 

Glasspool  Trust  . 1 

Friends  of  the  Poor .  1 

Royal  Alfred  Fund  .  I 

Beneficial  Society  .  1 

Personal  Service  League  .  1 

Invalid  Children’s  Aid  Association  .  1 

National  Society  for  Cancer  Relief  .  1 

British  Red  Cross  Society . : .  1 

National  Association  for  the  Paralysed  .  1 

Miner’s  Welfare  .  1 

An  Estate  Agent  .  1 

A  Solicitor .  1 

Specialised  Types  of  Problems  Found 

Cases. 

Housing  .  03 

Financial  .  30 

Employment /rehabilitation  .  32 

Clothing  .  17 

Matrimonial  .  9 

Convalescence  . 9 
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Cas^s 


Care  of  Children  .  8 

Nursing  Equipment /appliances  .  8 

R^esidential  Care  .  8 

Domestic  Help  .  6 

Extra  Nourishment . 5 


Within  the  Chest  Clinic  every  newly  notified  case  of  Tuberculosis 

was  referred  to  the  Almoner.  But  in  35  instances  there  was  no 
necessity  for  help.  Of  the  78  cases  referred  to  the  National  Assist¬ 
ance  Board  50  patients  merely  requested  the  completion  of  an 
application  form  and  no  other  assistance.  No  constructive  help 
could  be  given  to  the  patients  with  housing  difficulties.  Fortunately 
the  patients  who  could  not  be  assisted  by  the  Almoner  were  in  the 
minorit}:"  and  the  gift  of  a  cheque  in  December  from  the  Sunday 
Cinema  Fund  should  help  to  strengthen  the  Almoner’s  work  in  the 
comdng  year. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 

The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  cases  dealt  with  at  the 
Sou^  Shields  centre  for  the  first  time  during  each  of  the  past  ten  yeai  s. 


1948 

1949  1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Syphilis  . 

171 

1221  93 

81 

79 

39 

32 

18 

90 

14 

Gonorrhoea  . 

233 

166!  160 

102 

153 

137 

94 

70 

57 

85 

Other  conditions  . 

486 

544  490 

: 

366 

413 

338 

352 

276 

259 

302 

Total  . 

890 

832!  743 

549 

645 

514 

478 

364 

338 

401 

The  cases  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  exclude  the  following 
numbers  of  patients  wlio  were  known  to  have  had  treatment  for 
the  same  infection  at  other  centres,  in  Service  Hospitals  or  by 
general  practitioners  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  under 
Circular  2226  : — 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Syphilis  . 

88 

60 

46 

39 

28 

17 

12 

4 

10 

5 

(Gonorrhoea  . 

38 

23 

29 

14 

18 

6 

8 

8 

3 

11 

Other  conditions  . 

17 

36 

14 

6 

10 

5 

1 

3 

5 

Total  . 

143 

119 

89 

59 

56 

28 

21 

15 

13 

21 

The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  at  the  South  Shields 
centre  during  the  10  past  years  : — 


Year 

Total 

Male 

Female 

]  948 . 

10,463 

5,487 

4,976 

]  949 . 

8,746 

4,534 

4,212 

1950  . 

8,078 

4,192 

3,886 

1951 . 

7,266 

3,530 

3,736 

1952 . 

9,072 

4,084 

4,988 

1953 . 

6,705 

3,309 

3,396 

1 954 . 

5,769 

2,763 

3,006 

1955 . 

4,370 

1 ,948 

1956 . 

4,484 

2,198 

2,286 

1957 . 

4,209 

2,389 

1  .S2if » 

87 


Total  cases  treated  at  the  South  Shields  centre  during  1957, 
including  cases  who  had  continued  treatment  from  1956  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Syphilis  . 

56 

51 

107 

Gonorrhoea  . 

96 

13 

109 

Other  conditions  . 

302 

20 

322 

Disposal  of  Cases. 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Other 

Conditions 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  treatment  or  observation, 
1/1/57  . 

45 

42 

9 

4 

15 

•  • 

Old  cases  returning  for  treatment 

.  . 

1 

.  . 

•  . 

.  . 

Transferred  from  other  centres  .  . 

2 

3 

11 

4 

1 

New  cases  . 

9 

5 

76 

9 

283 

19 

Completed  treatment  . 

7 

8 

63 

7 

257 

20 

Transferred  elsewhere  . 

15 

1 

8 

,  , 

1 

•  • 

Not  completed  treatment  . 

,  , 

1 

,  , 

,  , 

,  . 

•  • 

Under  treatment  or  observation, 
31/12/57 . 

34 

41 

25 

6 

44 

•  • 

Non-residents  were  treated  at  the  centre  from  26  countries  other 
than  England  and  Wales  and  from  10  administrative  counties  and 
14  County  Boroughs  as  well  as  a  number  of  Displaced  Persons  and 
members  of  H.M.  Forces. 


South  Shields  Cases  under  treatment  at  other  centres 

Other 

Syphilis  Gonorrhoea  Con-  Total 


ditions  Cases 

Sunderland  7  1  3  11 

Total  .  7  1  3  11 
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SECTION  29.  DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

This  service  underwent  further  expansion  during  the  year.  The 
numi)er  of  cases  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  of  the  1957 — 6T5, 
increased  by  5.3%  to  716  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Additional  staff  were  engaged  to  cope  with  the  rising  demand  and 
it  was  also  found  necessary  to  appoint  an  assistant  supervisor  and  a 
clerk.  The  work  of  the  home  helps  is  now  more  efficiently  super¬ 
vised  and  in  addition  the  assessment  of  cases  both  sociallv  and 
financialty  is  facilitated. 

During  1957,  a  total  of  901  households  received  help  as  compared 

with  790  in  1956.  The  details  are  as  follows  ; — 

Households .  Hours  given. 

1956  1957  1956  1957 


Aged  Persons  .  668  716  95,302  122,966 

Maternity  cases  .  38  73  2,263  5,021 

Tuberculosis .  8  10  1,566  2,395 

Other  cases  .  76  102  10,868  10,484 


Total  .  790  901  109,999  140,866 


As  could  be  expected  about  81%  of  the  cases  receiving  help 
during  the  year  were  elderly  people. 

For  the  prevention  of  break-up  of  families  (Min.  of  Health 
Circular  27 /54)  help  was  given  in  24  cases. 


Staff 

There  is  no  recruitment  problem  in  this  area,  in  fact  there  have 
been  almost  daily  interviews  with  prospective  candidates  as  to 
character  and  ability,  etc.,  and  a  minimum  of  two  references  have 
to  be  obtained.  A  list  of  suitable  women  is  thus  maintained  and 
they  can  be  called  on  as  necessary.  . 

Staff  sickness  created  difficulties  from  time  to  time  and  necessi¬ 
tated  engagement  of  reliefs. 

The  numbers  of  staff  engaged  was  as  follows  : — 

[a]  At  31st  December,  1956. 

1  supervisor.  5  full  time.  115  part  time  home  helps. 

{b)  At  31st  December,  1957. 

1  supervisor. 

1  assistant  supervisor.  1  clerk. 

4  full  time  and  144  part  time  home  helps. 

Liaison  with  other  Agencies 

There  was  frequent  communication  with  the  National  Assistance 
Board  over  individual  cases  and  similarly  with  the  Welfare  and 
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Children’s- Departments  of  the  Corporation.  There  was  also  regular 
contact  with  general  practitioners,  the  District  Nursing  Association, 
hospital  almoner,  W.V.S.,  and  Red  Cross.  In  the  department  itself, 
there  was  daily  consultation  with  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor, 
and  her  staff  and  of  course  regular  liaison  with  other  sections,  such 
as  mental  welfare  officers. 


SECTION  51— MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

An  outstanding  event  during  the  year  was  the  publication  of  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Law  relating  to  Mental 
Illness  and  Mental  Deficiency,  and  many  discussions  have  taken 
place  preliminary  to  the  task  of  redrafting  the  whole  of  the  law  on 
this  subject,  as  well  as  implementing  those  recommendations  which 
do  not  need  new  legislative  sanction. 

An  important  effect  of  the  Report,  if  it  is  implemented,  will  be  to 
extend  the  responsibilities  of  the  Local  Authorities. 

The  demand  for  hospital  accommodation  during  the  year  has 
been  maintained  at  a  steady  level,  with  a  continuing  scarcity  of  l^eds 
for  female  patients  which  at  times  necessitated  a  waiting  list  ;  very 
urgent  cases  were  made  the  subject  of  special  arrangements  b}^  the 
appropriate  medical  staffs.  No  appreciable  difficulty  was  ex¬ 
perienced  in  the  admission  of  male  patients. 

Senile  patients  continue  to  present  a  problem,  but  every  effort  is 
made  to  prevent  them  from  being  dealt  with  under  the  Luniacy  Act. 
Notwithstanding  this  however,  the  number  of  aged  patients  who 
have  to  be  admitted  is  on  the  increase.  The  desirability  of  altern¬ 
ative  accommodation  for  senile  dementia  cases  not  presenting  acute 
behaviour  problems  is  becoming  increasingly  apparent. 

Pre-Care  and  After-Care. 

Pre-care  cases  are  referred  by  general  practitioners  and  by 
voluntary  and  statutory  social  agencies.  Early  referral  often 
leads  to  successful  treatment  of  the  various  family  and  environ¬ 
mental  strains  which  may  precipitate  or  aggravate  mental  illness. 

With  the  increasing  number  of  patients  now  leaving  mental 
hospitals  after  short  periods  of  treatment,  there  is  no  falling  off  in 
the  number  of  requests  for  help  and  advice.  Some  of  these  require 
a  considerable  amount  of  time,  and  some  patients  have  to  be  re¬ 
admitted  to  hospital  several  times,  but  the  close  support  which  the 
D.A.O’s  are  able  to  provide  often  reduces  the  necessity  for  frequent 
re-admissions  and  often  plays  a  major  part  in  preventing  re¬ 
admission  at  all. 

When  the  public  becomes  better  educated  on  the  subject  of 
mental  illness,  it  is  hoped  that  a  larger  number  of  relatives,  provided 
they  are  given  adecjuate  medico -social  guidance  will  care  for  the 
mentall}^  sick  in  home  surroundings  in  the  same  way  as  persons 
with  physical  illness  are  nursed  in  their  own  homes. 
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Patients  Admitted  to  Hospital  by  D.A.O’s,  1957 

To  Cherry  Knowles  Hospital  Ryhope 

Males  Females  Total 

'  Certified  under  Section  16  Lunacy  Act, 

1 890  (Certified  patients) .  7  12  19 

Under  Section  20,  Lunacy  Act,  1890  .  1  4  5 

Under  Section  21  (1)  Lunacy  Act,  1890  .  2  5  7 

Under  Section  1  Mental  Treatment  Act, 

1930  (Voluntary  patients) .  28  49  77 


Total  .  38  70  108 


To  General  Hospital,  South  Shields. 

Under  Section  20  Lunacy  Act,  1 890 

(D.A.O’s  3  Day  Order)  .  59  62  121 

Under  Section  21(1)  Lunacy  Act,  1890 

(Justices  14  day  Order) .  9  20  29 


Total  .  68  82  150 


To  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Stannington. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Linder  Section  16  Lunacy  Act,  1890 

(Certified  Patients)  .  1  .  1 

Under  Section  1  Mental  Treatment  Act 

(Voluntary  patients)  .  112 


Total  .  2  13 


The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital  in  1957,  through 
the  D.A.O’s  was  261  which  compares  with  228  in  1956. 

Number  of  cases  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Duly  Authorised 
Officers  during  1957  : — 

New  cases  .  201 

Old  eases  .  94 


Total  .  295 


Under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930,  by  duly  authorised  officers. 
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Total  Male  Patients  .  121 

Total  Female  Patients  ....  131 
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Mental  Deficiency 

The  number  of  cases  reported  under  Sec.  57(3)  &  (5)  of  the 
Education  Act,  1944,  during  the  year  shows  an  increase  over  the 
number  so  reported  during  1956  of  6  and  5  respectively. 

Supervisory  visits  were  made  to  all  active  cases  in  the  community, 
and  more  frequent  visitation  was  carried  out  in  cases  presenting 
special  problems. 

Accommodation  in  Mental  Deficiency  Hospitals  especially  for 
adult  females,  continues  to  be  scarce,  but  with  the  valuable  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  Prudhoe  and  Monkton 
Hospital,  no  great  difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  year  in 
placing  really  urgent  cases. 

Training  Centre 

The  part-time  centre  has  been  maintained  satisfactorily  through¬ 
out  the  year  and  has  catered  for  a  mixed  junior  group  of  boys  and 
girls  and  an  adult  female  group.  The  provision  of  a  meal  through 
the  school  meals  service  was  instituted  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
and  Avith  its  opportunities  for  training  in  table  manners,  etc.,  the 
midday  meal  is  now  provided  e^mry  Friday.  Special  bus  transport 
is  hired  from  the  Transport  Dept,  to  convey  the  children  to  and  from 
the  centre. 

The  gratification  of  parents  and  the  obvious  progress  made  by  a 
number  of  the  children  Avere  constant  and  encouraging  features  of  the 
scheme. 

Further  steps  Avere  taken  toAvards  the  proAusion  of  accommodation 
for  a  full-time  centre  and  plans  haAm  been  draAvn  up  for  the  con- 
Amrsion  of  several  buildings  at  10  Oakleigh  Gardens,  Cleadon.  The 
necessary  formalities  for  the  transfer  of  these  buildings  from  the 
Children’s  and  Welfare  Committees  to  the  Health  SerAuces  Com¬ 
mittee  ha\m  been  completed. 

The  folloAving  figures  give  details  of  the  numbers  on  the  register 


in  December,  1957  : 

Tender  16  : 

Males  .  9 

Females .  8 

Over  16  : 

Females .  9 


T  otal 


26 
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Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938 


1 

i 

Under 
age  1 6 

Agee 

and 

1  16 

over 

1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1.  Particulars  of  cases  reported  during  1957 
(a)  Cases  ascertained  to  be  defectives  “  subject 
to  be  dealt  with  ”  : — ■ 

Number  in  which  action  taken  on  reports  byj 

(1)  Local  Education  Authorities  on 

Children  : 

(i)  While  at  school  or  liable  to  attend 
school . 

(ii)  On  leaving  special  schools  . 

(iii)  On  leaving  ordinary  schools  .... 

(2)  Police  or  by  Courts  . 

(3)  Other  sources  . 

1 

5 

1 

6 

3 

Total  of  1  (a)  . 

5 

6 

3 

' 

(6)  Cases  reported  who  were  found  to  be  de¬ 
fectives  but  were  not  regarded  as  “  subject 
to  be  dealt  with  ”  on  any  ground . 

(c)  Cases  reported  who  were  not  regarded  as 

defectives  and  are  thus  excluded  from 
(a)  or  (6)  . . 

(d)  Cases  reported  in  which  action  was  in¬ 

complete  at  31st  December,  1957,  and 
are  thus  excluded  from  (a)  or  (6) . 

4 

3 

>  • 

1 

,  . 

.  . 

1 

Total  of  1  [a) — (d)  inclusive  .  . 

5 

« 

1 

4 

i 

2.  Disposal  of  cases  reported  during  1957 
(The  total  of  2  (a),  (6)  and  (c)  must  agree  with 
that  of  1  (a)  and  (6)  above) 

(a)  Of  the  cases  ascertained  to  be  defectives 
subject  to  be  dealt  with  ”  (i.e.,  at  1  (a)  ), 
number  : 

(i)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision  .  . 

! 

1 

1 

4 

6 

i 

1 

2 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  , 

(iii)  Taken  to  “  Places  of  Safety  ”  . 

.  » 

i  •  • 

(iv)  Admitted  to  Hospitals  . 

•  • 

1 

i  1 

Total  of  2  (a)  . 

1 

5 

0 

!  3 

(6)  Of  the  cases  not  ascertained  to  be  defectives 
“  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ”  (i.e.  at  1  (6)  ), 
number  : 

(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary  -Supervision 

S 

1 

1 

1 

(ii)  Action  unnecessary  . 

1  . 

•  • 

1 

Total  of  2  (6)  . 

i 

•  •. 

94 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938 — continued 


Under 
age  16 

Aged 

and 

16 

over 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

(c)  Cases  reported  at  1  (a)  or  (6)  above  who 
removed  from  the  area  or  died  before 
disposal  was  arranged  . 

t 

Total  of  2  (a) — (c)  inclusive.  .  .  . 

3  1 

5 

6 

3 

3.  Number  of  mental  defectives  for  whom  care 
was  arranged  by  the  local  health  authority  under 
Circular  5/52  during  1957  and  admitted  to 

(a)  National  Health  Service  hospitals  .... 

1 

1 

(6)  Elsewhere  . 

•  • 

•  • 

Total  . 

1 

1 

4.  Total  cases  on  Authority's  Registers  at 
31/12/57 

(i)  Under  Statutory  Supervision . 

.. 

10 

73 

57 

(ii)  Under  Guardianship  . 

.  . 

•  • 

•  , 

•  • 

(iii)  In  “  Places  of  Safety  ” . 

•  » 

•  • 

»  • 

•  • 

(iv)  In  Hospitals  . 

14 

13 

86 

63 

Total  of  4  (i)' — (iv)  inclusive  .  . 

27 

23 

159 

110 

(v)  Under  Voluntary  Supervision  . 

•  • 

13 

6 

Total  of  4  (i) — (v)  inclusive 

27 

23 

172 

116 

6.  Number  of  defectives  under  Guardianship  on  , 
Zlst  December,  1957,  who  were  dealt  with  under  \ 
the  provisions  of  Section  8  or  9,  Mental  De-  ' 
ficiency  Act,  1913  {Included  in  4  {ii)  ) . .  . 

6.  Classification  of  defectives  in  the  Community 
on  31/12/57  {according  to  need  at  that  date) 

(a)  Cases  included  in  4(i) — (iii)  in  need  of 
hospital  care  and  reported  accordingly  to 
the  hospital  authority  : — 

(1)  In  urgent  need  of  hospital  care  — 

(i)  “  cot  and  chair  ”  cases  . 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases  . | 

*  , 

1 

*  , 

*  , 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases . " 

.  ♦ 

.  . 

1 

(iv)  high  grade  cases  . 1 

•  • 

•  • 

Total  urgent  cases . 

•  • 

1 

■  'i 

1 
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Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938 — continued. 


(&) 


(c) 


Under 

Aged  16 

age 

16 

and 

over 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

(2)  Not  in  urgent  need  of  hospital  care  : — 

(i)  “  cot  and  chair  ”  cases  . 

•  » 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases  . 

1 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases . 

,  , 

2 

•  • 

(iv)  high  grade  cases  . 

•  • 

1 

Total  non-urgent  cases  . 

1 

2 

1 

Total  of  Urgent  and  Non-Urgent  cases .... 

•  • 

2 

2 

2 

Of  the  cases  included  in  items  4  (i),  (ii)  and 
(v),  number  considered  suitable  for  : — 

(i)  occupation  centre . 

10 

8 

•  • 

10 

(ii)  industrial  centre  . 

,  , 

34 

*  • 

(iii)  home  training  . 

3 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

Total  of  6  (6)  . 

13 

9 

34 

10 

Of  the  cases  included  in  6  (6),  number 

receiving  training  on  31/12/67  : — . 

.  • 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

(i)  In  occupation  centre  (including  vol- 

untary  centres) . 

9 

8 

•  • 

9 

(ii)  In  industrial  centre  . 

^  * 

•  • 

•  • 

,  , 

(iii)  From  a  home  teacher  in  groups  .... 

,  , 

(iv)  From  a  home  teacher  at  home  (not  in 

groups)  . 

2 

1 

•  • 

Total  of  6  (c) . 

11 

9 

k 

9 
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Mental  Defectives  in  Institutions  on  31st  December,  1957 

(including  cases  on  licence  therefrom). 

Institution  Males  Fenwles  Total 

Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  .  71  60  131 

General  Hospital,  South  Shields  .  23  23 

Ayecliffe  Hospital,  Heighington  .  112 

Rampton  Hospital,  Retford  .  2  2  4 

Whittington  Hall  Hospital  .  1  1 

Royal  Albert  Hospital,  Lancaster  .  2  13 

Northgate  and  District  Hospital  .  1  1 

Eaves  Lane  Hospital,  Chorley  .  1  1 


100 


66 


166 
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PABT  IV.— MISCELLANEOUS 


Blind  Persons 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Director  of  Welfare  Services  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  which  he  supplied  for  this  part  of  the  report. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  Forms  B.D.S  submitted 
was  64  and  the  number  of  persons  certified  as  blind  was  45. 


Age  Groups 

On  Certification 

At  Onset  of  Blindness 

up  to  9  yrs . 

2 

10  to  19  „ 

1 

20  to  29  „ 

1 

30  to  39  „  . 

1 

1 

40  to  49  ,,  . 

1 

1 

50  to  59  ,,  . 

2 

5 

60  to  69  ,,  . 

14 

10 

70  to  79  „  . 

12 

13 

80  and  over  . 

14 

9 

Not  knovTi 

3 

Total 

45 

45 

The  total  number  on  the  Blind  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 

was  412. 
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Treatment 


Follow  up  of  Registered  Blind  Persons. 


(i)  Number  of  cases 
registered  during 

1957  in  respect  of 
which  para.  7  (c)  of 
Form  B.D.8  recom¬ 
mends — 

(а)  No  treatment  . 

(б)  Treatment  (Medi¬ 

cal,  surgical  or 
optical)  . 

(c)  Treatment 

inadvisable  . 

Causes  of  disability 

Cata¬ 

ract 

Glau¬ 

coma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

13 

14 

1 

11 

6 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at 

1  (5)  above  which 
on  follow  up  action 
have  received  treat¬ 
ment  . 

•  0'  • 

4 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Three  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  during  the 
year  occurring  in  domiciliary  confinements.  No  impairment  of 
vision  resulted. 

Thirty-seven  other  cases  of  “  discharging  eyes  ”  were  notified  by 
mid  wives.  There  was  no  impairment  of  vision  in  any  of  these 
cases,  and  of  the  two  cases  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  1956  one 
recovered  with  no  impairment  of  vision  and  the  other  was  still  under 
treatment  at  the  end  of  1957. 

Nursing  Homes 

No  private  nursing  homes  have  been  registered  with  the  Authority 
for  several  years  but  it  was  decided  during  1957  to  bring  up-to-date 
the  previous  bye-laws  which  were  confirmed  in  1929.  Con¬ 
sequently  a  new  set  of  bye-laws  was  drafted  on  the  Ministry  model 
under  the  powers  of  the  1936  Public  Health  Act  and  these  were 
confirmed  in  June,  1957. 
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Home  Accidents 

During  the  ten  years  up  to  the  end  of  1957,  78  persons  lost  their 
lives  as  a  result  of  home  accidents  in  South  Shields,  The  mortality 
due  to  road  accidents  in  the  same  period  was  82.  In  the  following 
table,  the  age  group  distribution  of  home  accident  deaths  is  shown. 

Home  Accident  Deaths.  South  Shields.  1948-1957 


Year 

0—1 

years 

2— 

4 

5— 

14 

15— 

24 

25— 

34 

35— 

44 

45— 

54 

55— 

64 

65 — 
74 

75— 

84 

85  + 

Total 

1948 

3 

1 

2 

1 

7 

1949 

5 

1 

3 

2 

11 

1950 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

11 

1951 

3 

1 

2 

1 

7 

1952 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

9 

1953 

1 

. 

1 

2 

2 

6 

1954 

3 

. 

1 

2 

1 

7 

1955 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

1956 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1957 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

8 

Total 

% 

25 

5 

2 

1 

4 

3 

7 

16 

12 

3 

78 

This  table  underlines  the  now  accepted  fact  that  the  persons  most 
at  risk  in  the  home  are  children  under  5  and  elderly  persons  over  the 
age  of  65  ;  both  categories  account  for  78%  of  the  total  deaths. 
Of  the  30  deaths  of  children  under  5,  23  were  infants  who  were 
stated  to  have  died  from  suffocation  due  to  various  causes  such  as 
choking  due  to  vomiting,  smothering  by  pillows  and  overlaying. 

I 

Twenty-five  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  accidental  falls  and 
^  eighteen  of  these  victims  were  over  the  age  of  65  ;  twenty- two 
'  deaths  followed  burns  and  scalds  and  nine  of  these  were  children 
under  14,  the  remaining  thirteen  affecting  persons  of  middle  and  old 
age  in  equal  proportions. 


The  remainder  were  due  to  a  variety  of  causes. 
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PART  V.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 
COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  combined  system  of  drainage  is  used  in  the  town  with  soil 
and  surface  water  discharging  directly  to  the  River  Tyne  or  the  sea. 

Complaints  are  received  from  time  to  time  of  obstructed  or 
defective  house  drains  and  these  have  resulted  in  293  visits  by  public 
health  inspectors.  133  drains  have  been  tested  for  defects  and 
the  entire  or  partial  reconstructions  of  72  drains  have  been  super¬ 
vised. 

When  applicable  advantage  is  taken  of  the  provisions  of  the 
South  Shields  Corporation  Act,  1935,  to  obtain  the  speedy  correction 
of  faulty  house  drainage.  During  the  year  94  notices  were  served 
under  this  Act. 


Water  Supply 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water 
Company.  The  supply  is  constant  and  the  water  wholesome  and 
satisfactory  according  to  chemical  and  bacteriological  reports. 

In  addition  to  samples  taken  by  the  Water  Company  78  samples 
were  taken  by  public  health  inspectors  from  taps  in  different  parts 
of  the  town.  One  of  these  was  unsatisfactory  but  subsequent 
samples  from  the  same  source  proved  quite  pure. 

One  complaint  was  received  during  the  year.  This  was  from  a 
person  who,  having  to  share  the  use  of  a  tap  in  the  yard,  stored 
water  in  the  house  in  a  bucket.  Microscopic  organisms  were  found 
in  the  sample  of  water  from  the  bucket  but  the  supply  from  the  tap 
was  satisfactory. 


Results  of  Samples  of  the  Company’s  Water 

(«)  Bacteriological. 


Percentages 

Negative  Positive  Positive  Positive 


No.  of 
Samples 

Wells  and  other 


sources  .  225 

Reservoirs .  99 

Taps  .  79 


in 

100  ml. 

in 

100  ml. 

in 

10  ml. 

in 

1  ml. 

89.7 

7.6 

2.7 

Nil 

88.9 

11.1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

97.5 

2.5 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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(6)  Typical  Analysis  [Chemical)  of  Water  Supply  in  1957. 

Parts  per 
Million 

Total  Solids .  450 

Suspended  Solids  .  Nil. 

Total  Hardness  .  308 

Permanent  Hardness .  09 

Temporary  Hardness .  239 

Calcium  Oxide  .  101 

Magnesium  oxide  . .  51 

Sulphur  Trioxide  .  90 

Chloride  .  42 

Free  Chlorine  .  Trace 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  2.0 

Dissolved  Oxygen  .  8.3 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  .  9.5 

Iron  .  Nil. 

Manganese  .  Nil. 

Silica  .  7.0 

Fluorine  .  0.5 

Colour  5  degrees  Hazen  pH  7.7. 

Theoretical  Constituents.  Parts  per 

Million. 

CaC03  .  180 

MgC03  .  50 

Na2C03  .  Nil. 

CaS04  . Nil. 

MgS04  .  82 

Na2S04 .  62 

CaC12  .  Nil. 

MgC12  . : .  Nil. 

NaCl .  70 


Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  town  but  18 
Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses  are  registered  under  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Acts.  They  provide  accommodation  for  sailors,  mostly 
coloured,  who  occupy  them  for  short  periods  whilst  ashore.  These 
houses  ane  inspected  regularly  and  178  visits  were  made  during  the 
year. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  CONTROL 

Milk 

Milk  is  an  important  item  of  human  food  and  sampling  for 
chemical  analysis  is  carried  out  to  check  adulteration.  The 
majority  of  samples  are  taken  informally,  a  small  quantity  being 
purchased  or  taken  from  the  vendor  or  the  dairy.  Formal  samples 
are  taken  usually  as  a  result  of  an  adverse  report  on  an  informal 
sample. 

Shortage  of  staff  during  the  year  has  resulted  in  fewer  samples 
being  taken  than  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case.  Of  61 
samples  taken  informally  5  were  reported  unsatisfactory.  Nine 
formal  samples  were  taken  and  6  samples  were  taken  at  farms 
immediately  after  the  milking  operations  ceased.  An  inspector 
was  present  whilst  the  milking  was  carried  out  on  these  occcasions. 
This  is  known  as  “  appeal  to  cow  ”  sampling. 

One  of  the  formal  samples  proved  deficient  in  fat  content  when 
judged  by  the  3%  standard  set  up  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  E/Cgulations. 
The  “  Appeal  to  cow  ’’  sample  gave  a  similar  result  thus  ruling  out 
the  possibility  of  adulteration  but  the  County  Milk  Production 
Officer  was  informed  Avith  a  vieAV  to  raising  the  standard  of  the 
milk  nroduced. 

x. 

Bacteriological  Sampling  o!  Milk. 

The  following  samples  of  heat  treated  milk  were  taken  during  1957. 

60  pasteurised,  of  which  1  failed  the  plio^phatase  test  and 
4  failed  the  methylene  blue  test. 

42  tuberculin  tested  (pasteurised),  of  which  5  failed  the  methy¬ 
lene  blue  test. 

31  sterilised,  of  which  none  failed  the  test. 

Investigations  into  the  adverse  phosphatase  test  report  showed  it 
to  be  owing  to  a  failure  to  cleanse  the  plant  after  raw  milk  had  passed 
through  it  and  l)efore  it  A^as  again  used  for  pasteurisation.  Three 
of  the  methylene  blue  test  failures  were  attributed  to  inadeeiuate 
cleansing  of  l)ottles  and  the  others  to  a  mechanical  breakdown. 
Improvements  in  the  bottle  washing  technique  have  now  been  made. 
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One  hundred  samples  of  tuberculin  tested  (farm  bottled)  milk 
were  also  taken  and  of  these  37  failed  the  test. .  This  milk  is  produced 
and  bottled  on  farms  outside  the  town.  These  are  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and 
the  Ministry’s  representative  is  told  of  all  adverse  results. 

Brucella  abortus 

All  raw  milks  sampled  are  also  tested  for  the  presence  of  Brucella 
abortus.  One  positive  result  was  received  during  1957  from  a 
biological  sample.  The  milk  from  this  farm  was  then  being 
pasteurised  and  the  appropriate  authorities  were  informed.  Sub¬ 
sequent  samples  tested  by  culture  proved  satisfactory. 

Tuberculosis  in  Milk 

99  samples  of  milk  were  tested  by  animal  inoculation  and  positive 
results  were  obtained  for  3  farms.  The  Divisional  Veterinary 
Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  was 
notified  and  one  cow  on  each  of  the  farms  was  found  to  be  giving 
tuberculous  milk.  When  slaughtered  each  of  them  was  found  to 
have  tuberculosis  of  the  udder. 

Other  Foods  and  Drugs 

22  samples  of  other  foods  and  drugs  were  submitted  for  chemical 
analvsis. 

A  formal  sample  of  crab  paste  was  found  to  contain  insufficient 
crab  meat  to  warrant  this  description  and  a  warning  letter  was  sent 
to  the  manufacturer. 

An  informal  sample  of  swnets  was  found  to  be  dirty  but  the 
remaining  stock  Avas  disposed  of  before  a  formal  sample  could  be 
taken. 

Complaints 

2b  complaints  were  received  of  food  being  unwholesome,  generally 
because  of  extraneous  matter.  One  of  these  complaints  v/as  that 
small  pieces  of  glass  had  been  found  in  a  tin  of  tuna  fish.  The  small 
particles,  having  the  appearance  of  glass,  were  in  fact  crystals  of 
ammonium  magnesium  phosphate.  This  salt  occurs  in  canned  fish 
from  time  to  time  and  is  quite  harmless. 

Four  prosecutions  AAnre  instituted  and  a  fine  was  imposed  in 
each  case.  It  was  decided  that  no  action  was  warranted  on  four 
of  the  complaints  and  for  the  remainder  warning  letters  were  sent. 

Five  complaints  Avere  received  about  dirty  milk  bottles  .  As  a 
result  one  dairy  company  was  prosecuted  and  a  fine  Avas  imposed. 
Warning  letters  AAnre  sent  for  the  remainder. 
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Bacteriological  Sampling  of  Food. 

Samples  of  foodstuffs  are  submitted  for  bacteriological  examiaa- 
tion  from  time  to  time  and  usually  in  connection  with  food  poisoning 
investigations.  One  family  reported  to  have  food  poisoning  v  ere 
found  to  be  suffering  as  a  result  of  eating  infected  pease  pudding. 
The  casual  organism  was  Clostridium  welchii  and  further  investi¬ 
gations  showed  this  to  be  present  in  many  samples  of  the  raw  peas 
from  which  the  pudding  is  made.  The  Clostridium  is  destroyed  by 
the  cooking  of  the  peas  and  when  sound  hygienic  methods  are 
employed  the  pudding  is  a  safe  product.  The  manufacturer  was 
advised  as  to  the  methods  he  should  adopt  and  subsequent  samples 
of  the  pease  pudding  were  satisfactory  although  the  organism  was 
still  present  in  the  raw  peas. 

Ice-cream. 

During  the  year,  174  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination.  Manufacturers  and  vendors  were  told  the 
results  of  the  tests  which  were  as  follows  : — 

Provisional  Grades  I  II  III  TV 

106  36  22  10 

(61%)  (20.7%)  (12.6%)  (5.7%) 

Meat  Inspection  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 

All  slaughtering  of  animals  for  sale  for  human  consumption  is 
done  at  the  Public  Abattoir.  A  public  health  inspector  is  always 
present  during  slaughtering  hours  and  all  meat  produced  there  was 
inspected. 

In  March  there  was  an  outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  the 
area  and  this  necessitated  extra  care  m  the  inspection  of  animals 
both  before  and  after  slaughter.  During  the  outbreak  all  vehicles 
bringing  animals  to  the  Abattoir  were  disinfected  before  leaving. 
Manure,  which  is  normally  removed  and  used  by  a  market  gardener, 
was  safely  buried  during  this  period  by  arrangements  with  the 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
inspected  at  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  last  nine  years. 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Beasts 

5375 

6597 

8090 

7662 

6543 

8071 

5014 

6250 

6441 

Calves 

966 

8 

782 

212 

15 

443 

447 

476 

373 

Sheep 

19832 

20151 

19494 

27792 

27946 

33506 

22179 

25545 

28555 

Pigs  .... 

225 

1137 

2746 

12790 

15859 

24681 

14715 

6723 

6504 

Goats  .... 

24 

•  • 

33 

8 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Total  .... 

26422 

27893 

31145 

48464 

50363 

66701 

46355 

38994 

41873 
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Food  Rejected  as  Unfit 

All  unfit  meat  and  offal  is  collected  by  a  reputable  firm  under 
supervision  for  processing  by  heat  treatment.  Before  leaving  the 
Abattoir  it  is  stained  with  bright  green  dye.  All  other  food  is 
incinerated  by  arrangement  with  the  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  . 

5,716 

725 

373 

28,555 

6,504 

Number  inspected 

5,716 

725 

373 

28,555 

6,504 

•  • 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticercosis 

Wliole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

5 

6 

12 

18 

28 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  .... 

2423 

163 

177 

442 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 

with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  . 

42.5% 

23.3% 

3.2% 

O.70/0 

7.2% 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

15 

6 

2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  .... 

345 

92 

131 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 

with  tuberculosis  .... 

6.3% 

13.50/0 

2.O0/0 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  .... 

25 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refriger¬ 
ation  . 

25 

1 

1 

1 

1  •  • 

1 

1 

•  • 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned  .  . 

■■ 
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Parts  and  organs  affected  with  tuberculosis 


Cows 

Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Pigs 

Heart  and  Lungs  . 

80 

245 

5 

Liver  . 

13 

86 

2 

Head  and  tongue  . 

33 

124 

117 

Skirt  . 

2 

20 

Spleen  . 

6 

20 

Stomach  . 

6 

24 

Mesentery  and  intestines  . 

9 

37 

2 

Kidneys  . 

6 

19 

Udders  . 

14 

Forequarters  . 

3 

16 

Hindquarters  . 

6 

14 

SnimSs  atfectei  in  any  organ  or  part  with  disease  other  than 

tuberculosis 


Cows 

Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Pericarditis . 

2 

18 

15 

1 

Mastitis  . 

4 

1 

Telangiectasis  . 

6 

4 

,  , 

Cirrhosis  . 

69 

1,653 

3 

18 

Inad.  bleeding  . 

.  . 

,  , 

1 

2 

Parasitic  . 

5 

412 

122 

62 

Actinobacillosis  \ 
Actinomycosis  j 

3 

24 

Pleurisy  . 

5 

142 

119 

28 

Johnes  Disease  . 

1 

Septicaemia  . 

3 

Peritonitis  . 

15 

78 

27 

7 

Local  Inflammatory 

conditions  . 

37 

346 

30 

24 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

23 

90 

4 

Fatty  Necrosis  . 

1 

3 

,  , 

Decomposition  . 

,  , 

2 

,  , 

Melanosis  . 

7 

Nephritis  . 

1 

5 

3 

C.  Bovis . 

25 

.  . 

Oedema  &  Emaciation 

1 

11 

10 

8 

Tumours  . 

•> 

w 

1 

1 

Bruising . 

1 

18 

•> 

2 

Traumatism  . 

1 

8 

1 

6 

Hydro-Nephrosis  . 

.  . 

1 

1 

1 

Pyaemia  . 

.  . 

1 

,  , 

Fever  . 

1 

5 

Contamination  . 

12 

•>  1 

Gangrene  . 

1 

1 

Arthritis  . 

7 

20 

1 

Jaimtlice  . 

1 

1 

Immaturity  . 

•  • 

-  • 

11 

•  • 

•  • 

154 

2,804 

12 

454 

167 

Totals 


36 

5 

10 

1,743 

3 

601 

27 

294 

1 

5 

127 


437 
1  18 

4 

•> 

7 

9 

25 

30 

4 

23 

16 

•) 

1 

6 

14 

1 

27 

2 
1  1 


3,591 
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Comparative  table  showing  the  percentage  of  animals  found  to  be 
affected  with  tuberculosis  durihg  the  past  eight  years 


Cattle 

Year 

exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Number  of  animals  killed  and 

inspected. 

1950 

5584 

1013 

8 

225 

1951 

7017 

1073 

782 

1137 

1952 

6455 

1207 

212 

2746 

1953 

5881 

662 

15 

12790 

1954 

6300 

1771 

443 

15859 

1955 

3941 

1073 

447 

24681 

1956 

4870 

1380 

476 

14715 

1957 

5716 

725 

373 

6504 

Wliole  carcases  rejected 

1950 

15 

49 

3 

1951 

27 

37 

5 

1952 

24 

66 

33 

1953 

15 

21 

14 

1954 

26 

25 

29 

1955 

9 

23 

8 

1956 

8 

22 

. 

3 

1957 

15 

6 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  organ 

1950 

324 

344 

99 

or  part  was  reiected 

1951 

307 

253 

160 

1952 

306 

384 

569 

1953 

312 

152 

724 

1954 

405 

419 

785 

1955 

330 

317 

3 

621 

1956 

294 

215 

192 

1957 

345 

92 

131 

Percentage  of  animals  affected 

1950 

6.1% 

38.8% 

2.2% 

with  tuberculosis. 

1951 

4.76% 

27.03% 

5.9% 

1952 

5.11% 

37.28% 

4.71% 

1953 

5.56% 

26.13% 

4.65% 

1954 

7.84% 

25.07% 

3.17% 

1955 

8.6% 

31.7% 

0.7% 

4.2% 

1956 

6.27% 

17.1% 

2.9% 

1957 

6.3% 

13.5% 

2.0% 

Tons 

Cwts. 

lbs. 

Total  weight  of  meat  (including  offal) 

rejected  for  tuberculosis 

Total  weight  of  meat  (including  offal) 

14 

10 

25 

rejected  for  other  causes . 

19 

9 

102 

Total  meat  rejected  . 

34 

0 

15 
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Food  inspected  and  rejected  outside  the  abattoir. 


lbs. 

Pork  .  10 

Beef  .  736 

Mutton .  88 

Lamb .  18 

Ham  and  Bacon  .  34 

Sausage  .  4 

Poultry  .  321 

Liver  .  74 

Fig  Paste  .  36 

Bananas  . 162 

Cheese  .  280 


Total  .  1,763 


Tins,  Packets,  Jars,  etc. 

Milk  .  324 

Beans  .  282 

Fish  . 34 

Jam  and  S}^Tup .  51 

Ham  .  4,649 

Other  Meat  Products .  5,580 

Soups .  204 

Fruit .  669 

Peas  .  886 

Tomatoes .  1,037 

Miscellaneous  .  337 


Total  . : . 15,916  lbs. 


Total  Food  condemned — 7  tons  2  cwts.  12  l])s. 

Food  Hygiene 

Work  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Hegulations  has  continued  during 
the  year  and  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  food  premises.  Much  remains  to  l)e  done,  however,  in 
educating  food  handlers  in  the  use  of  the  equipment  provided  and 
in  the  prevention  of  such  unclean  practices  as  finger-licking  and 
nail-biting.  These  practices  usually  cease  when  an  inspector  is 
known  to  be  present  and  the  greatest  advance  in  this  direction 
will  be  achieved  only  when  customers  refuse  to  be  served  by  food 
handlers  with  such  habits. 
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Food  premises  need  to  be  visited  frequently  if  hygienic  improve¬ 
ments  are  to  be  maintained.  Regular  visits  by  an  inspector  help 
to  keep  staff  fully  aware  of  the  need  for  cleanly  practices  and  to 
produce  an  understanding  between  the  management  and  inspector 
which  assists  in  the  solving  of  mutual  problems. 

2,137  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 

The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  food  premises  in  the  tovm 
and  the  principal  type  of  businesses  : — 


Retail  food  shops  : 

General  dealers  and  grocers  .  349 

Wet  fish  .  26 

Fried  fish .  48 

Butchers  .  120 

Greengrocers  .  58 

Sweets  .  103 

Bakers  and  confectioners  .  56 

Others  (including  summer  season  stalls) .  66 

Bakehouses  .  42 

Canteens,  cafes  and  restaurants  .  87 

Public  houses  and  clubs  .  110 

Warehouses  and  food  stores  .  15 

Ice-cream  manufacturers — hot  mix  .  7 

cold  mix  .  1 

Dairies  .  6 

Others  .  27 


Total  .  1,121 


Registration  under  Section  16,  Food  and  Drags  Act,  1955. 

Premises  registered  for  manufacture  of  ice-cream  .  8 

Premises  registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream .  350 

Premises  registered  for  preparation  or  manufactures  of 
sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved 
food  .  90 


Milk  Distributors 

There  are  261  milk  distributors  holding  licences  as  follows  : — 

Sterilised  .  259  Pasteurised .  22 

Tuberculin  Tested  Tuberculin  Tested 

(Pasteurised)  9  (Farm  bottled)  .  8 


no 


HOUSING 

There  were  35,853  inhabited  houses  in  the  County  Borough  at 
the  end  of  1957. 


New  Houses 

619  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  as  follows  : — 


Type. 

Bungalows  . 

2  bedroomed  Terrace . 

3  ,,  ,,  . 

3  ,,  Semi-detached 

Corner  Type  Flats  . 

2  bedroomed  Flats  over  shops 

2  ,,  Bungalows  . 

2  ,,  Terrace  . 

2  ,,  Flats . 

5  J  5  5  . 

Single  Persons  Flats  . 

3  bedroomed  Semi-deatached  . 

3  ,,  Terrace  . 

Corner  Type  Flats  . 


Situation. 
Whiteleas  . 


West  Simonside 
Grosvenor  Road 

Simonside  . 

River  Drive  . 


59  99  . 

Jesmond  Gardens 


9  9 


99 


Number' 

88 

....  163 

....  109 

80 
40 
4 
2 
87 
4 
2 
1 

24 

7 

8 


Fair  Rents  Information  Bureau 

The  following  statement  by  the  Borough  Treasurer  summarises 


the  work  of  the  bureau  during  1957  : — 

Complaints  by  tenants  of  overcharging  .  77 

Enquiries  by  landlords  .  106 

Enquiries  concerning  warrants  of  distress,  notices  to 

quit,  repairs,  etc .  49 


232 


Overcharged  rents  refunded — £89 


Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

Number  of  enquiries  from  tenants  and  landlords 


37 


Ill 


Slum  Clearance 

Five  areas,  containing  555  dwellings,  were  represented  as  clear¬ 
ance  areas  during  the  year.  They  were  as  follows  : — 

Date 


Clearance  Area.  Represented. 

Persons. 

Dwellings.  Families. 

High  Shields  No.  1 

5/3/57 

494 

177 

179 

High  Shields  No.  2 

5/3/57 

17 

5 

4 

Beacon  Street 

5/3/57 

36 

13 

12 

High  Shields  No.  3 

9/7/57 

531 

196 

186 

High  Shields  No.  4 

13/7/57 

457 

164 

163 

1,535 

555 

544 

The  following  compulsory  purchase  orders 

were  confirmed  by  the 

Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 

without  modification. 

417  unfit  dv'ellings 

were  included  in  the 

clearance 

areas  within 

these  orders. 

Date 

Date  Represented 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order. 

Confirmed.  as  Clearance  Area. 

Sunn}^  Terrace  . 

8/3/57 

12/6/56 

Alderson  Street  . 

5/6/57 

12/6/56 

Barnes  Cottages  . 

5/9/57 

6/11/56 

Derby  Street  . 

20/9/57 

6/11/56 

Denmark  and  Dale  Street . 

26/9/57 

6/11/56 

Portberrv  Street . 

24.19151 

6/11/56 

Beacon  Street  . 

16/12/57 

5/3/57 

Before  confirmation  local  Public  Inquiries  were  held  into  the 
Alderson  Street  C.P.O.  and  the  Denmark  and  Dale  Street  C.P.O.  and 
Barnes  Cottages,  Derby  Street,  Portberry  Street  and  Beacon  Street 
areas  were  inspected  by  a  Ministry  Inspector.  The  Minister  was 
satisfied  with  a  report  on  the  Sunn}^  Terrace  area  and  confirmed  this 
C.P.O.  without  further  formality. 

A  Public  Inquiry  was  also  held,  on  26th  November,  into  the  High 
Shields  1  and  2  C.P.O. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

In  addition  to  houses  in  clearance  areas,  17  individual  houses 
were  reported  to  the  Council  as  unfit.  This  resulted  in  5  demolition 
orders,  9  complete  closing  orders  and  3  partial  closing  orders. 
18  families  were  involved. 

Information  for  landlords  and  tenants 

A  large  number  of  enquiries  are  received  in  the  Department 
regarding  proposed  dates  of  clearance  of  property.  Many  of  these 
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are  from  tenants  of  houses  in  clearance  areas,  some  are  from  land¬ 
lords  whose  property  is  in  need  of  repair  and  some  from  people  w  ho 
are  considering  buying  houses  or  businesses.  We  are  glad  to  give 
as  much  informatioxi  as  we  can  to  help  the  enquirer. 

Certificates^  of  Disrepair 

The, Rent  Act,  1957,  came  into  force  in  July  and  superseded  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

During  the  whole  period  of  operation  of  the  1954  Act  (August, 
1954  to  July,  1957)  70  applications  wnre  received  for  certificates  of 
disrepair,.  During  1957,  1  was  granted  and  6  revoked. 

It  seems  that  comparatively  few^  landlords  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  to  raise  the  rents  of  their  houses  under  the  provisions 
of  the  1954  Act  which  required  a  higher  standard  for  the  houses 
affected. 

Increases  now'  appear  to  have  been  applied  to  almost  all  privately 
let  houses,  the  provisions  of  the  Act  have  received  much  publicity 
and  tenants  generally  appear  to  be  better  informed  about  its  safe¬ 
guards  than  they  wnre  in  1954.  As  a  result  there  has  been  a  great 
increase  in  the  number  of  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair. 

Before  applying  for  a  certificate  a  tenant  must  have  given  notice 
to  the  landlord  of  the  repairs  required  (form  G)  and  after  six  w'eeks 
have  been  unable  to  reach  agreement  with  him.  In  issuing  a 
certificate  consideration  can  only  be  given  to  those  items  specified 
on  the  Form  G  by  the  tenant. 

Difficulty, frequently  arises  in  interpreting  fairly  w'hat  the  tenant 
has  intended  to  specify  and  in  altering  the  specification  for  inclusion 
in  a  certificate  without  rendering  it  invalid. 

The  Council  must  give  three  weeks  notice  of  the  intention  to 
issue  a  certificate  of  disrepair  and  may  accept  an  undertaking  given 
by  the  landlord  in  this  time.  If  an  undertaking  is  accepted  the 
certificate  is  not  issued. 

Under  the  1957  Act,  204  applications  have  been  received  for 
certificates  of  disrepair.  Eleven  w'ere  withdrawn  after  inspection 


and  before  consideration  by  the  Council. 

Applications  were  dealt  with  as  follows  — 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  disrepair  ,  .  193 

Notice  given  of  intention  to  issue  certificate .  185 

Applications  refused'  . . 8 

Undertakings  accepted  by  Council  .  144 

Certificates  of  disrepair  issued  .  38 

Cei  tificates  of  disrepair  cancelled  .  1 1 

Certificates  issued  relating  to  compliance  with  under¬ 
taking  : — 

On  landlords  application  .  13 

On  tenants  application  .  2 
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Improvement  Grants 

I 

24  applications  Avere  considered  during  the  year.  In  addition  to 
the  improvements  proposed  by  the  applicant  further  improvements 
or  repairs  Avere  required  for  16  of  these  to  make  the  houses  fit  in  all 
respects. 

Swimming  Baths 

Regular  inspections  are  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  and 
samples  of  Avater  taken.  During  the  year,  127  samples  Avere  taken 
for  bacteriological  and  12  for  chemical  examination.  Six  of  these 
were  reported  bacteriologically  unsatisfactory.  In  co-operation 
with  the  Baths  Manager  a  sampling  scheme  has  been  arranged  to 
I  help  to  establish  the  correct  balance  between  the  bacteriological 
and  the  chemical  state  of  the  Avater  AAuth  the  existing  equipment. 

Examination  of  Plans 

Each  month  plans  submitted  for  byelaAv  and  planning  approAml 
are  examined  to  ensure  that  they  will  comply  Avith  the  various  acts 
and  orders  to  which  the  premises  Avill  be  subject  after  erection.  In 
the  majority  of  cases  amendments  can  be  made  in  the  planning 
stage  thus  saA^ing  alterations  and  additions  later. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

This  has  been  the  first  year  of  operation  of  those  provisions  ol  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  AA^hich  require  notification  of  the  installation 
of  neAv  furnaces  and  the  approval  of  the  height  of  new  chimneys. 

It  is  now  an  offence  to  instal  a  furnace  unless  it  is  so  far  as 
practicable  capable  of  being  operated  continually  without  emitting 
smoke  when  burning  the  type  of  fuel  for  Avhich  it  AAms  designed, 
and  plans  and  specifications  for  neAA"  furnaces  may  be  submitted 
to  the  Council  for  approval. 

During  the  year,,  six  notifications  of  newj  furnace  installations 
Avere  received  and  in  each  case  the  Council  Av^ere  asked  to  approAm 
the  plans  and  specifications.  Approrml  of  six  chimney  heights  Avas 
also  given. 

In  the  past,  one  of  our  very  obvious  sources  of  atmospheric 
pollution  Av-as  the  gasAv  orks  with  its  outmoded  method  of  jAroduction. 
Little  improvement  could  be  effected  Avdth  the  equipment  pro  Added 
but  gas  production  here  has  noAv  ceased. 
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Factories 

During  the  year,  193  visits  were  paid  to  factories  under  the 

1937  Factories  Act  and  Regulations. 

)  ;  . 

Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  : 


•> 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

S-A 

Number  of 

Premise* 

(1) 

No.  on 
Register 

(3) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

„ 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(1)  Factories  In  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 
6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

1 

48 

33 

3 

(II)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

2 

258 

127 

9 

(111)  Other  Premises  In  which  Section  7  Is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority,  (*ex- 
cluding  outworkers’  premises) 

3 

3 

33 

.  . 

Total . 

309 

193 

15 

... 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


No.  of  cases  in  w 
four 

hich  defects 
id 

were 

No.  of 

cases 

in  which 
prosecutions 

were 

Instituted 

(7) 

Particular* 

(1) 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . 

4 

4 

17 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

5 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) . 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . 

7 

5 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) . 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  . 

9 

.  .  . 

(o)  Insufficient  . 

9 

7 

7 

5 

(f>)  unsuitable  or  defective  . 

10 

2 

22 

2 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  . 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
Including  offences  relating  to  Out- 

1  1 

'  *  * 

work)  . 

12 

4 

1  1 

... 

... 

... 

Total  . 

22 

57 

7 

... 

Electrical  Station*  (Section  103  (I),  Institutions  (Section  104)  and  Sites  of  Building 
Ooaratloni  and  Works  of  Engineering  Construction  (Section  107  and  106). 
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Outworkers 

Lists  received  from  Employers  : 

Lists.  Outworkers. 

Making  etc.,  of  wearing  apparel  .  2  2 

Addresses  of  outworkers  received  from  other  Councils .  2 

Inspections  of  outworkers  premises .  8 

No  instances  were  found  of  work  being  done  in  unwholesome  or 
infected  premises. 

Rodent  Control 

During  the  year,  555  complaints  were  received  of  rodent  infesta¬ 
tions  and  55  were  discovered  during  the  course  of  inspections  for 
other  Durnoses. 

JL 

The  normal  treatment  is  as  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and  necessitates  3  or  L  visits  for 
baiting  with  a  final  visit  to  remove  remaining  poison  and  bodies. 
Visits  for  treatment  were  3,227. 

Sewer  baiting  was  carried  out  twice  during  the  year  taking 
altogether  8  'weeks  to  complete.  Bait  is  laid  in  affected  and  adjacent 
memholes.  During  the  spring  treatment,  594  manholes  w^ere  baited 
and  160  prebait  takes  and  190  poison  takes  recorded.  In  the 
autumn,  613  manholes  w^ere  treated,  139  prebait  takes  and  152 
poison  takes  recorded. 


WORK  DONE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS  IN  1957 


(A)  G-eneml  Snmmarj" 

Complaints  . 

Sublet  Houses — 

Visited  . 

Nuisances  detected  . 

Public  Health  Act- 

Visits  in  enforcement  of  notices 

Housing  .Acts — 

Individual  Unfit  Houses — Visits 

Clearance  Area  Visits  . 

Iinjirovement  Grants  . 

Certificates  of  disrepair  . 

Overcrow'ding — 

Visits  made  . 

Instances  detected  . 

Verminous  or  dirty  premises — 
t-ouncil  houses — 

Number  of  visits  . 

Number  detected . 


1,061 


!X 


3 


1,942 


46 

3,798 

90 

293 


21 

8 


34 

20 
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Other  premises — 

Number  of  visits  . 

Number  detected . 

Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses — 

Visits  . 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds — 

Licensed  structures  visited  . 

Unlicensed  structures  visited  . 

Drainage — 

Visits  . 

Keconstruction  supervised — 

1 .  Entire . 

2 .  Partial  . 

Drains  Tested  . 

South  Shields  Corporation  Act  (Section  63) — 

Work  done  in  default  . 

P’actories — 

Visits  . 

Outvoikers — 

Visits  . 

Workplaces— 

Visits  . 

Offensive  Trades — 

Visits  . 

Atmospheric  Pollution — 

Smoke  Observations — 

1 .  Half  hourly  . . . 

2.  Casual  . 

Visits  to  boilerhouses . 

Visits  to  Deposit  Gauges  . 

Other  visits  . . 

V^ater  Supply — 

Samples — 

Bacteriological  . 

Swimming  Baths — 

Samples — 

1.  Bacteriological  . . 

2.  Chemical  . 

Visits  . 

Schools — 

Visits  . 


132 

42 

178 


3 


2 


293 


22 

50 

133 

19 

193 

8 

3 


92 


13 

41 

69 

32 

36 


124 


146 

20 

33 


80 
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Places  of  Public  Entertainment — 

Visits  .  45 

Improvements  made  .  2 

Animals — 

Visits  to  Pet  Shops  .  50 

Visits  to  other  premises  .  36 

Shops  Act — 

Visits  .  191 

References  from  Shops  Inspector  .  3 

Fertili  sers  and  Feeding  Stuffs — 

Visits  for  sampling .  9 

Other  visits  .  6 

Food  and  Drugs — 

Condemned  food — 

Visits  .  262 

Food  Premises  visited — 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  .  40 

Registered  premises  (other  than  Ice  Cream  and  Fried  Fish) —  169 

Dairies  . Visits  24 

Milk  Shops  .  ,,  359 

Bakehouses  . ,,  57 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  ,,  59 

Ice  Cream  .  ,,  228 

Licensed  premises  .  ,,  72 

Stalls  .  ,,  75 

Mobile  Shops  or  Food  Vehicles .  ,,  27 

Others  .  ,,  1,027 

Sampling — 

Milk- 

Chemical  .  76 

Bacteriological .  233 

Biological .  99 

Ice  Cream — 

Bacteriological  .  174 

Other  foods  and  drugs  .  22 

Stables  and  Allotments — 

Visits  .  46 

Merchandise  Marks — 

Visits  .  12 


m 

Infectious  diseases — 

Visits  of  inquiry  . "SI 

Visits  of  surveillance  .  '222 

Visits  regarding  pathological  specimens  .  049 

L  Rodent  Control — 

Visits  .  7H 

Land  Charges  Act  .  S75 

Abattoir — 

Half  day  duties  . , .  031 

Other  visits  . ; .  201 

Interviews  at  Office  .  531 

^  Premises  and  Articles  disinfected  .  228 

c- Premises  disinfested  .  62 

Miscellaneous  .  998 


Total  number  of  visits  and  enquiries  16,293 


(B)  Notices  S^erved 

The  following  notices  were  served  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
during  1957. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  : — 

Intimation  Notices .  584 

Statutory  Notices  .  159 

South  Shields  Corporation  Act,  1935,  Sect.  63  .  94 

Pet  Animals  Act  1951  1 

Factories  Act,  1937  15 

^  Shops  Act,  1950  . , .  2 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  .  252 


1,107 


(C)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Improvements  made  in  Food  Premises 

Sinks  or  washhand  basins  provided .  185 

Cold  water  supply  provided  .  102 

Hot  water  supply  provided  .  160 

Clothes  lockers  provided  .  17 

First  aid  equipment  provided  .  54 

Protective  screens  provided  for  displayed  food .  30 
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Ventilation  provided  or  improved  .  20 

“  Now  Wash  Yonr  Hands  notices  provided .  140 

Soap,  towels,  nailbrushes  provided .  45 

Premises  cleaned  or  decorated  .  68 

Miscellaneous  .  ^  142 

^  963 


and  Housing  Acts 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  .  42 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  .  270 

Dampness  of  walls  remedied  .  126 

Roofs  repaired  .  333 

Spouts  repaired  or  renewed  .  92 

Windov/s  repaired  or  made  to  open  .  89 

Rooms  cleansed  or  redecorated .  11 

Verminous  houses  disinfested  .  41 

Waste  pipes  cleared  of  obstruction  or  repaired .  21 

Yards  drained,  relaid  or  repaired  .  16 

Water  closets  repaired  .  94 

Water  closet  basins  renewed  .  14 

Drains  cleared  of  obstruction  .  67 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired  .  39 

Water  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  .  35 

Miscellaneous  improvements  made  and  nuisances 

abated  . 290 


1,580 
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mSPECTION  UNDER  THE  SHOPS  ACT 
Number  of  Shops 

Number  of  shops  on  the  Register  on  31st  December,  1957,  coming 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  and  the  various 
Orders  made  thereunder  by  the  Town  Council  was  1,609. 

This  figure  includes  demolition  and  new  buildings. 

Sixty-one  of  these  shops  are  licensed  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
hquor  to  be  consumed  off  the  premises  ;  29  being  concerned  only 
with  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  and  34  being  operated  in  con¬ 
junction  with  other  general  trades. 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  register  licensed  for  the  sale,  of 
intoxicating  liquors  to  be  consumed  on  and  off  the  premises  is  : — 


Fully  licensed  .  87 

Ales  only  .  23 

Total  .  no 


There  are  12  cinemas  in  which  Young  Persons  (those  under  18 
years  of  age)  are  employed. 

The  following  premises  are  on  the  register  in  connection  with 
employment  of  Young  Persons  under  the  Shops  Act,  1950  : — 

Fun  fairs  3  ;  laundry,  dyeing  and  cleaning  works  (including 
despatching  and  receiving  goods  premises)  24  ;  boot  and  shoe 
repairing  46  (including  despatching  and  receiving  premises). 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  shop  premises  where  the  Shops  Act, 
1950,  applies  was  as  follows  : — 


Weekdays  .  1,708 

Sundays  .  193 

Total  .  1,901 

Interviews  and  appointments  .  9 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  .  13 
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Infringement  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950 

Not  exhibiting  Assistants  Weekly  Half  Holiday  Notice .  46 

Not  exhibiting  notices  stating  seats  are  provided  for 

female  assistants  .  40 

Not  exhibiting  notices  stating  purposes  for  which  a  shop 

is  open  on  the  Early  Closing  day  for  that  shop .  8 

Not  keeping  in  the  prescribed  form  a  record  of  the  hours 
of  work  or  employment  of  a  Young  Person  or 
exhibiting  a  notice  specifying  the  daily  hours  to  be 
Avorked  and  intervals  to  be  allowed  for  rest  and 
meals  .  19 

Not  exhibiting  an  abstract  of  the  provisions  of  the  Shops 
Act,  a  notice  setting  forth  the  number  of  hours 
that  may  be  worked  by  Young  Persons  and  intervals 
for  rest  and  meals  which  are  alloAved  them  and 
such  other  particulars  prescribed .  20 

Not  proA^iding  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  .  5 

Not  providing  suitable  and  sufficient  heating  arrange¬ 
ments  . 3 

Not  providing  suitable  Avashing  arrangements .  16 

Failing  to  close  a  shop  on  a  half  day  for  the  serving  of 

customers  .  2 

Shops  (Sunday  Trading)  Act,  1950 — Sections  47-49, 

Not  exhibiting  on  the  Exterior  and  on  the  Interior 
of  the  shop  notices  stating  the  purposes  for  which 
and  the  hours  during  which  the  shop  is  open  on 
Sunday  for  the  serving  of  customers .  14 

Not  keeping  in  the  prescribed  form  a  record  of  the  names 
of  and  the  hours  Avorked  by  persons  employed 
about  the  business  of  a  shop  which  is  open  for  the 
serAung  of  customers  on  Sunday  and  of  the  respective 
days  of  the  week  these  persons  receive  compensatory 
holidays  for  Sunday  employment .  4 

Trading  in  articles  the  sale  of  which  is  prohibited  on 

Sundays  .  13 
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Failing  to  close  their  premises  for  the  serving  of  customers 
and  serving  customers  after  the  general  closing 
hours  for  their  respective  shops  as  provided  for  by 
the  Shops  Act,  1950,  and  the  local  Acts  and  Orders 
made  thereunder .  3 

The  infringements  under  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  and  the 
local  Orders  made  thereunder  were  first  offences 
and  the  persons  in  default  'were  cautioned  and 


instructed  by  the  Inspector  by  written  intimation .  65 

Verbally  .  21 


The  following  were  reported  to  the  Health  Committee 
and  cautioned  by  the  Town  Clerk  on  the  Com¬ 
mittee’s  instruction  ; — 

Trading  in  prohibited  articles  on  a  Sunday .  1 

Circulars  instructing  shopkeepers  in  the  requirements 
of  the  Shops'  Act  were  issued  'where  required 
including  an  extract  of  the  Heating  Appliances 
(Fireguards)  Regulations,  1953 .  62 

The  Acts  and  Orders  which  come  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Shops  Inspector  : — 

(1)  Shops  Act,  1950. 

(2)  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Regulations,  1953. 

(3)  The  Hairdressers  Weekly  Half  Holiday  Order,  1913. 

(4)  The  South  Shields  Butchers  Half  Holiday  Order,  1915. 

(5)  The  South  Shields  Pork  Butchers  Closing  Order,  1921. 

(6)  The  South  Shields  Butchers  Closing  Order,  1920. 

(7)  The  South  Shields  Hairdressers  Closing  Order,  1922. 

(8)  The  South  Shields  Drapers,  etc..  Weekly  Half  Holiday 

Order,  1925. 

(9)  The  South  Shields  Fish  Dealers  Weekly  Half  Holiday 

Order,  1925. 

(10)  South  Shields  Holiday  Resort  Order,' 1912. 

The  Drapers,  etc.,  Order^  apply  to  the  trade  or  business  of  Drapers, 
Milliners,  Clothiers,  IMercers  or  Outfitters. 
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The  contraventions  reported  under  the  various  Acts  and  Orders 
affecting  shopkeepers  were  found,  on  revisits,  to  have  been  rectified. 
There  was  therefore  no  further  action  required  of  the  Inspector. 

The  complaints  were  of  the  usual  nature.  The  majority  were 
based  on  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  Shops  Act  and  were  dealt  with 
accordingly.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the  shops  in  the  town 
has  greatly  improved  with  the  advent  of  the  new  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  and  close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors. 

The  situation  with  regard  to  Sunday  trading  continues  to  irritate 
shopkeepers  but  the  great  majority  conform  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  and  although  a  number  of  traders  were  cautioned  there 
would  appear  to  be  little  increase  in  this  type  of  contravention. 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952. 

There  were  no  contraventions  under  the  above  Act  involving  new 
appliances.  All  new  appliances  now  conform  to  the  required 
.  standard  and  in  ail  cases  where  tests  were  made  the  appliances  were 
found  to  be  in  order. 

No  accidents  were  reported  due  to  faulty  appliances  and  this 
would  tend  to  show  that  the  Act  is  having  the  desired  affect. 


m 


■■1 


i 


’  j*iK{  ■“/ 
'.  ko  ’ 


» 


«.  ( *  - 


•  M'.  -a 

;r'r>  .  j 

.'r-rju  ^  kM\  'fo:i|^,  • y 

. .  .  ,  ,.,  .V  ^ 

[  J"  ..'M  '.!4»fwt(rt3l ''v.:’‘-\pt;'=^'  '.I 

f  ,  ;  C*t  ^ 

vM.  M,';  ■-•  ■■’•■■■  ’■-;'  fin-k  - .  ' 

■■..l>x.  r+  'fr.' It  H'U^^Ori.ii  ■'»  *  ■  "  •*'-  .*  •  '‘' 

«/•) 


I  '  I  i ' !. 


*  '"'■‘■■■^■■•^^■'  'inu'  -  >5' '^■■:‘  ’H.-  -i 


M 


,  ,,-  ,.  Vi  .■•  -  Vl^'Edi)R>  rf^5f'>!i,  . 

^  wvv  v.vHi-JYCf 


';  kk  "V  r;  . 


i’JliJ. 


'  ■  ■  vkrf.f v'  H  * ■  -  < I ■'*"’  ■  '1 


■  j  ,,  .,  .  no^kvki  V/*Mt  'k'  .  .  X  • 


•t , 

'  '• 


.  i.iC  •>'  '•  ' 


' .  -r 


•/ 


.  ( 


.• .  •  I 


i  >.,,,;,  ,  .ri,|  .rH  *■  -'  ■  '  khvai^i 

>  ■  ,.^k}  ^  vk\,..; /^^(’ ..H  -rt-iUr':-'  v^odkpl  iv .  ‘  ■ 


.! 

f 

i' 

1 

1 


Et' 


>■•  >  •- 


-H, 

■ ;.  t 


'  '' 


■  ’'AkA  *' 


-A -M 


•  '■ 


.■'’4  ' 


>•'»  *r  • 


.  ‘r'-' 


